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	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Council Business Updates

	
	

	On April 15, the Council (CoF) letter with comments on the budget went to the Joint Finance Committee (JFC) and Tom spoke at the public hearing on April 21.  The Council received a letter from the Urban Forestry Council expressing support for the Council letter to JFC.


	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Silviculture Guidance Team (SGT): Work Plan

Presenter:  Adena Rissman & Sustainable Forestry Committee

	
	SGT - bring climate change recommendations to the Council at the July meeting

	The Silviculture Guidance Team (SGT) reviewed the Silviculture Handbook and their recommendations will turn the handbook into a Forester’s Guide to Silviculture in Wisconsin. Additional information will be added to all sections - cover types prioritized for revision include fir spruce, white cedar, hemlock hardwood, and black walnut.  Some revisions may go out for public comment, but not those that are just organizational changes (e.g. moving of chapters to different areas of the website).  The only major revision is asking to add an EAB reference to the swamp hardwood section.  

The Sustainable Forestry Committee (SFC) is considering if there is enough climate change information to add it as a handbook section or if this information is better served in a different document.  SFC will bring their recommendations to the Council at the next meeting in July.





	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	DNR Report on State Lands Harvest Volumes (Act 166)

Presenter:  Doug Brown, DNR

	
	Rebekah - work with Doug Brown to craft a request letter and send it to Tom and Matt for initial review.  
	
Tom & Matt -  send the draft letter to CoF members for review and approval

COF members – review letter and send any edits to Tom & Matt


	State statute requires that the DNR prepare an annual report on state lands timber harvests for the Council and state legislature.  If the harvest exceeds or falls under the goals by 10%, the DNR must prepare a report containing the reasons for noncompliance and recommendations on how to ensure it will not occur again the next year.  

Doug Brown, DNR County Forest Specialist, explained to CoF where the data for the state lands timber harvest report comes from, how the percentages are calculated, DNR efforts to ensure that it meets the goals, and the results of this year’s report.

CoF identified that the $3,000 cap on timber sales is old (since 1999) and no longer useful as the amount can hamstring sales.  Upping the dollar amount could add flexibility and assist in selling smaller sales.  The DNR has pushed for this change for several Legislative cycles but it has never been approved.  Support for this idea from Forestry partners may help get it passed.  
· Rebekah Luedtke will work with Doug Brown to craft a request letter and send it to Tom and Matt for initial review.  
· Tom and Matt will send the draft letter to CoF members for review and approval.
· Once approved, Representative Meyers volunteered to send the letter to the Legislature and share it with colleagues.


	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Regional Economic Diversification Summit (REDS): Listening Sessions Update


	
	Tom & Matt – create a document giving more detail on the summit planning timeline and commitment needs for CoF volunteers.

CoF members - email Tom or Matt if you wish to volunteer for the summit planning team

	The Regional Economic Diversification Summit (REDS) listening sessions had a lot of government and forestry partner support.  Between both sessions, 275 people (including speakers, CoF members, etc.) from a variety of industry fields attended. There are links to session recordings on both the WEDC and CoF websites.  

REDS is a process, not just an event.  There are no hard start or stop dates, so work could continue for years.  The strategic team is still in place and Tom meeting with WEDC weekly.  Going forward:
· UW-Extension will perform a thematic analysis of listening session feedback, identify strengths/weaknesses, and list actionable item recommendations in a report that can be shared with CoF and other partners.
· Action teams will look at possible leadership and federal funding (action items must meet funding criteria).  Non-profit or universities will be asked to distribute the funds.
· Timeline:
· UW-Extension will come to the July CoF meeting to discuss the initial data they collected from the REDS listening sessions.
· They hope to have a draft of the full report available for review in September.
· Would like to have a winter REDS summit – CoF will be responsible for planning the summit and financing a portion of it.
· Tom and Matt will create a document giving more detail on the summit planning timeline and commitment needs for CoF volunteers.
· CoF members should email Tom or Matt if they wish to volunteer for the summit planning team.


	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Council Biennial Report

Presenter:  Tom Hittle, Matt Dallman, & Rebecca Diebel


	CoF unanimously approved the biennial report with the addition of FAP language as decided by Tom, Matt, and Rebecca (the report will not come back to CoF for review after edits). 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Tom, Matt, and Rebecca – add Forest Action Plan (FAP) language to the biennial report


	The Council on Forestry Biennial Report was created by Tom Hittle, Matt Dallman, and Rebecca Diebel (with help from DNR staff).  Requested edits from the last CoF meeting were made and the team is asking CoF to approve this draft as final.  Once approved, Rebecca will send it to the appropriate Legislative bodies.  

CoF identified that there was no mention of the Forest Action Plan (FAP) in the report and requested that the team add it to the report in the Council accomplishments section.

Jordan Skiff motioned to approve the biennial report with the addition of FAP language as decided by Tom, Matt, and Rebecca (the report will not come back to CoF for review after edits).  The motion was seconded by Buddy Huffaker and passed with unanimous approval.


	[bookmark: _Hlk71803980]Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Profile Committee Update on Communications

Presenter:  Profile Committee

	
	Profile Committee – create a full list of tactics and bring it to the July CoF meeting for prioritization

CoF Members – email ideas about other tactics that could be used to Jim Kerkman


	The Profile Committee presented the guiding document they created that outlines their goals and some tactics they could use to achieve those goals.  The committee will create a full list of tactics and bring it to the July CoF meeting for prioritization.  If CoF members have ideas about other tactics that could be used, they should email them to Jim Kerkman who will share them will the Profile Committee.




	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	State Budget Process Update

Presenter:  Heather Berklund

	
	

	Heather Berklund updated CoF on the state budget process timeline: 
· September 2020 - DNR reauthorization of stewardship
· Governor Evers’ budget was released in February 2021
· The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) invited the DNR to provide testimony on April 6 & 7, 2021
· Public hearings on the budget occurred mid-to-late April 2021
· JFC took their first votes on May 7, 2021
· Legislative fiscal papers are happening now and the DNR is not currently scheduled for additional JFC deliberations  
· Hopefully, a final budget will be approved in the next few months


	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	1 Trillion Trees Pledge

Presenter:  Carmen Hardin, DNR

	
	

	 Carmen Hardin gave a presentation to CoF on the State of Wisconsin’s Trillion Trees Pledge  that included information about the history of the initiative, what is being proposed as a pledge, Wisconsin’s involvement, and timeline.




	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Legislative Updates

Presenter:  Representative Mursau, Senator Bewley, & Representative Meyers

	
	

	Currently working on the state budget:
· Mursau: Big talking point is stewardship funding and hoping that land for sale in Northern Wisconsin will have conservation easements to keep the wood in the state.
· Bewley: Trying to get a good budget and help Wisconsin’s paper mills.
· Meyers: Citizens must advocate to their representatives and the JFC for programs that are important to them.  


	Agenda Item
	Decisions
	Assignments/Follow Up

	State Forester Updates

Presenter:  Heather Berklund

	
	

	Heather Berklund, Chief State Forester, gave CoF updates on COVID & Forestry operations, forest industry, stakeholder input on Forest Tax Law Handbook, seedling distribution, and fire.



Paul Strong, Forest Supervisor of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, had to leave early so he could not give his report in person, but Tom will email it to the CoF members after the meeting.
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Wisconsin Council on Forestry, Profile Committee Communications Guiding 


Document 


 


1. GOAL 


The goal of this document is to provide some background for creating a Council on Forestry annual 


communications plan.  The goal for the communications plan mirrors the Profile Committee goal to: 


“Advance the Council on Forestry’s profile and ability to be known as the source of expertise on broad 


forestry topics in Wisconsin, fulfill the Council’s statutory objectives, and to advance the significance of 


forestry in Wisconsin”. 


This document will provide direction and priority action items for the Council on Forestry annual 


communications plan to advance the goal. The communications plan will guide external communications 


with partners identified in the plan, legislators, professional foresters, forest industry, other natural 


resource and land management professionals, non-government organizations, the media, and the 


public. The communications are intended to increase discourse on sustainable forestry in Wisconsin. 


This document is intended as a working document and is kept current through annual updates, reviews, 


and periodic revisions. 


2. MEASURES OF SUCCESS 


Success of a communications plan is measured in the following ways: 


 Increased visibility of Council. 


 Increased communication with legislators. 


 Increase in website visits. 


 Funding from state, federal or private sources to accomplish identified communication actions. 


 Expanded collaborations with other forestry or forestry related organizations. 


 Increase public discourse of sustainable forestry. 


3. TACTICS IDENTIFIED FOR EACH MEASURE OF SUCCESS 


a) Increase visibility of the Council. 


i. Get permission from Strategic Goal committee members to put their names and 


affiliation on the website. 


ii. Post either individual photos or a group photo of Council members. 


iii. Draft article about the committee and the Council initiatives and get it out in a press 


release, GLTPA magazine, public radio, DNR weekly news, or other similar outlets. 


iv. Create public service announcements for radio and TV. 


v. Send a letter to the Rural Prosperity Task Force on the value of forestry to the state. 


vi. Create a fact sheet that describes the council and issues addressed (appendix A). 


b) Increase communication with legislators. 


i. Get Council members Senator Janet Bewley, and Representatives Mursau and Meyers, 


involved with the initiative to communicate with legislators. 


ii. Create video clips or have written testimony from Secretary Cole and Gov. Evers stating 


the value of forestry to Wisconsin. 







 


 


iii. Sponsor a day, or series of days, where Council members form teams to visit legislators 


so they are aware of the Council and will look to us as a source of information.  


iv. Create a short newsletter from the Council to the legislators that would address all 


aspects of forestry to provide them the information they need when legislation affecting 


forestry is under consideration. 


v. Impress upon legislators the values of both forests and forestry and the importance of 


forestry within all sectors of the state, whether it be rural or urban sectors of the state. 


 


c) Increase website visits. 


i. Query the Council and other stakeholders on the best social media platform to highlight 


and guide folks to our website and get some tips on how to best use social media 


(twitter, facebook, etc.). 


ii. Review other web pages from state forestry councils or similar organizations and query 


those organizations on their lessons learned from successes or shortcomings from 


previous or present web pages. See appendix B for information on forestry councils or 


similar organizations in other states. 


iii. Include more information about the value of our forests to our economy, ecology, 


recreation, lifestyles, public heath, human development, wildlife habitats, water 


resources, environmental justice, climate mitigation, etc.  


iv. Highlight forestry and be more proactive in marketing the Council’s website. 


v. Prominent link to Council website from DNR website. 


vi. Prominent link to DNR forestry website from Council website. 


vii. Include a list of Wisconsin centered forestry links. 


viii. Keep initiatives current, determine a review requirement for each initiative, guidance, 


or action letter. 


ix. Include a link to the state government webpage that locates local legislators. 


x. Assess the functionality of the existing website by having a person skilled in website 


building to review and offer suggestions for improvement. 


d) Funding from state, federal or private sources to accomplish identified communication 


initiatives/actions. 


i. Advocate for Council funding from the DNR forestry program. 


ii. Create a draft budget for action items. 


iii. Identify potential funding sources and partnerships to support the plan. 


e) Expand collaboration with other forestry or forestry related organizations. 


i. Contact related state councils to identify similar interests and goals that might be 


suitable for partnerships. See appendix C for a list of potential Wisconsin councils to 


contact. 


ii. Develop a means to feature Council members in a Council newsletter (or other means) 


to include aspects of their personal and professional life, and information about the 


organization/industry they represent.  This may be appropriate before the meeting 


when a featured Council member is included as a presenter on the agenda. It will help 


Council members know each other better and understand their focus in respect to the 


organization/industry they represent. 


iii. Post activities of collaborating partners on the Council’s website. 







 


 


 


4. TACTICS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH A SPECIFIC MEASURE OF SUCCESS 


 


a) Complete a short survey with the Council members to help structure information and get 


moving on starting forward. 


b) Create a timetable of actions. 


c) Have a protected link for council members only for drafts and other items under development 


and not ready for public review. 


5. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SUGGESTIONS FOR COMPLETING SELECT TACTICS 


a) Create public service announcements for radio and TV (para. 3, a, iv). 


 Should the announcements be statewide or regional or both? 


 Regional announcements can focus on topics most relevant to the public values and 


interests in a particular area – topic relevant. 


b)  Send a letter to the Rural Prosperity Task Force on the value of forestry to the state (para. 3, a, v). 


 Use a regional focus. 


 


c)  Communicating with legislators (paragraph 3b) 


 The state senate and assembly should be the target audience. 


 When the Council wants to communicate with the legislators, all of legislators should be 


contacted so they each hear the message. It might not be advisable to contact all the 


legislators as overloading them with updates not relevant to them my lead them to ignore 


us or become annoyed with hearing from us. 


 It is important to be known by the legislator and/or their staff, so they are familiar with the 


Council and know who you are and why you are contacting them. 


 Establish relationships with the legislator’s staff, they know the legislative system, 


sometimes better than the legislator. 


 Communication with members of the legislature is an especially important function of the 


Council to keep them accurately informed about issues that will advance sound forestry in 


Wisconsin. 


  Forestry is a broad issue and comes up in discussions involving other issues such as water, 


agriculture, wetlands, community development, etc. Use these issues to link back to 


sustainable forestry through various communications. For example, if water quality and 


quantity is of high priority in an area, center the conversation about how sustainable 


forestry addresses this issue. 


 Consider inviting legislators to a short video presentation on a subject. Have a regular 


webinar series for legislators on forestry topics. 


 Email is considered the best way to communicate with legislators when compared to other 


social media.  All legislators can be contacted by email. There is no need to flag the emails as 


the staff reads all emails submitted. 


 Need to investigate the relationship with the DNR while interacting with members of the 


legislature.  Are there any constraints, concerns or conflicts that may arise? 







 


 


 Find ways to ensure the state has a financial investment in forestry, we should work closely 


with the committee on funding for forestry. 


 Representative Mursau is the contact for the forestry committee in the House, the contact 


for the senate is unknown. 


 The “My Wisconsin Woods” program provides a good example of how to communicate with 


legislators. 


 Faye and Rebecca were identified as the DNR staff dedicated to communicating with the 


Council. 


 Target legislators with a regional focus to increase interest and relevance when needed. 


d) Sponsor a day, or series of days, where Council members form teams to visit legislators so they 


are aware of the Council and will look to us as a source of information (para. 3, b, iii). 


 This might not be one day but spread out over a few weeks/months. 


 Focus on specific topics that are relevant to a range of legislators. 


 Clear, concise printed information in a folder should be presented during visits. 


 Prior to legislator visits, Council members should be trained on how to introduce themselves 


and present a consistent message. 


 Try to bring in the younger generation with the visits, legislators are interested in what the 


next generation finds important. 


 Do not try to join with another group, the Council message may be diluted or 


misrepresented. It might be appropriate to join with another group or groups if there is a 


topic where closely aligned, multiple interests are represented to strengthen a message and 


help the legislator to remember us and the message more clearly. 


 Need to check into the legality/ability of the Council to communicate directly with 


legislators in this way. 


 The focus should be communicating facts and information, not influencing the vote on any 


bill. 


 The best time of year to contact legislators may be from January to June when they are 


working on the budget, but many lobbyists make their contacts after June when the 


legislators have a lighter workload. 


 We should consider a single event in 2021 to meet the legislators and introduce ourselves. 


 Might create more attention/attendance if they are “virtual” lobby days. 


 In person meetings, when possible, will build relationships better and show a solid level of 


effort from the Council. 


 


e) Create a short newsletter (or e-newsletter) from the Council to the legislators that would 


address all aspects of forestry to provide them the information they need when legislation 


affecting forestry is under consideration (para. 3, b, iv). 


 Have focus areas on regional areas of the state. 


 Regional priorities can focus on issues most relevant to folks in each region and the 


newsletter can inform legislators on legislation important to that region. 


 Information should be short and concise and could include articles picked off the newswire. 







 


 


 UW-Extension has the expertise to produce and edit the newsletter, depending on available 


funding support. 


 Buddy can provide examples of newsletters his organization has produced. 


 The newsletter should be sent out monthly or quarterly. 


 An e-newsletter may be the most feasible, delivered via email and housed as an archive on 
the Council website. 


 A newsletter is a big responsibility to take on for the Council. 


 Start with a one-time fact sheet, make a few versions (urban/rural, regional) and hand out 
on the to get an idea if ongoing updates to gauge the interest for a recurring newsletter. 


 
f) Include a list of Wisconsin centered forestry links (para. 3, c, vii) 


 Compile the links into relevant and meaningful categories such as education and outreach, 
forest industry, professional/technical resources, etc. 


 


g) Increase public discourse of sustainable forestry (para. 3, F).  


 Evaluate opportunities for greater public discourse of sustainable forestry. 


 One tactic is to bring together stakeholders/partners to identify what we want to achieve 


through this discourse to help identify how we accomplish this goal. 


 This is a large and complex goal. 


6. Audience 


 State senators and assembly should be the primary audience. 


 Professional foresters and natural resource professionals. 


 Forest Industry 


 Public 


 Educators 


 







 


 


Fact Sheet:  


Alaska Board of Forestry  March 2018 


DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES          -- DIVISION OF FORESTRY  
 
Background and organization.  The Board of Forestry is established under the Alaska Forest 


Resources and Practices Act (FRPA).  The Board is designed to represent diverse interests, with 


representatives from commercial fishing, environmental, mining, and recreation organizations; an 


Alaska Native corporation, and a forest industry trade association, along with a non-governmental 


professional forester and a professional fish/wildlife biologist.  The Board is chaired by the Alaska 


State Forester who is a non-voting member.  The DNR Division of Forestry serves as staff to the 


Board, and the DEC Division of Water and ADF&G Division of Habitat provide technical staffing 


and information as needed. 


 


Board rules aim for high degree of consensus – a Board action requires an affirmative vote by all but 


one of the voting members present.  A quorum requires that all members less one be present. 


 


The Board meets three times per year, with one public meeting in southeast, southcentral, and 


interior Alaska annually.  Board meetings are open to the public, publicly noticed, and a public 


comment period is scheduled.  Meeting minutes are posted on the DOF website.  


 


Purpose.  The Board  


• Provides input to DNR Commissioner on FRPA regulations  


• Provides a forum for representatives of affected interests to discuss and attempt to resolve forest 


practices issues and issues “relevant to the forest resources of the state” 


• Surveys research needs related to forest practices, review research proposals, and promote 


projects to address research needs 


• Coordinates FRPA monitoring – compliance monitoring and effectiveness monitoring 


• Reviews annual reports from DOF, DEC, and ADF&G on FRPA effectiveness, needed changes, 


and research and monitoring needs; synthesizes this info and reports to the GO on these issues 


and FRPA status 


• Identifies candidates for state forester and submit them to the Commissioner 


 


Recent issues.  Major issues addressed by the Board at recent meetings include: 


• Funding for forest practices implementation; 


• Forest practices compliance monitoring, effectiveness monitoring, and road condition surveys; 


• Coastal forest management, including cooperative federal-state efforts for young-growth 


inventory, Good Neighbor Authority timber sales, and workforce development; 


• Endangered species list consideration for Alaska yellow-cedar;  


• Wood energy expansion; 


• Reforestation standards in interior and southcentral Alaska;  


• Antidegradation water quality regulations and the Tier 3 water designation process; and 


• Fish habitat permitting legislation and initiative. 


 


For more information on the Board, or to be added to the mailing list for notification of Board 


meetings, contact Alison Arians (alison.arians@alaska.gov; 907-269-8467). 



mailto:alison.arians@alaska.gov





 


Appendix B 


Summary of some webpages found on the internet with a mission similar to the Wisconsin Council on 


Forestry 


A link to all state government forestry programs.  


https://www.forestryusa.com/state-governments.html 


Alaska 


Found in a link from the Division of Forestry website. 


The nine-member Alaska Board of Forestry advises the state on forest practices issues and provides a 


forum for discussion and resolution of forest management issues on state land. The board also reviews 


all proposed changes to the Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act and its regulations. Board 


members are appointed by the governor for three-year terms and represent a variety of forest-related 


interests. The Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act established the Alaska Board of Forestry (AS 


41.17.041). 


Includes a Board of Forestry fact sheet listed as Appendix A in this plan. 


http://forestry.alaska.gov/alaskaboardforestry/ 


California 


Site is well done, suggest reviewing. 


The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (the Board) is a government-appointed body within the 


Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (the Department). It is responsible for developing the 


general forest policy of the state, determining the guidance policies of the Department, and 


representing the state's interest in federal forestland in California. Together, the Board and the 


Department work to carry out the California Legislature's mandate to protect and enhance the state's 


unique forest and wildland resources. 


The Board is charged with protecting all wildland forest resources in California that are not under 


federal jurisdiction. These resources include major commercial and non-commercial stands of timber, 


areas reserved for parks and recreation, woodlands, brush-range watersheds, and all private and state 


lands that contribute to California's forest resource wealth. 


https://bof.fire.ca.gov/about/ 


Colorado 


The Forest Health Advisory Council (FHAC) was created by HB16-1255 to provide a collaborative forum 


to advise the State Forester on a range of issues, opportunities and threats with regard to Colorado’s 


forests. 


 



https://www.forestryusa.com/state-governments.html

http://forestry.alaska.gov/alaskaboardforestry/

https://bof.fire.ca.gov/about/





https://csfs.colostate.edu/forest-health-advisory-council/ 


Florida 


No forestry council, it has a Prescribed Fire Council 


https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire/Prescribed-


Fire/Prescribed-Fire-Councils-of-Florida 


Idaho 
 
Idaho has two programs similar to the Wisconsin Council. 
 
Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council 
Website has a protected section for only council members. 
 
The Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council (ILRCC) facilitates strategic natural resource 
management across Idaho land ownerships and assists the State Forester with implementing Idaho’s  
 
Forest Action Plan. 
The council connects communities, forest landowners, government agencies and other interest groups 
to develop projects that address the key issues identified in Idaho’s Forest Action Plan. 
 
Council Membership 
Council members include representatives from city, county, state, and federal governments, land trust 
organizations, green industry, tribes, private forest landowners, forestry consultants, universities and 
utilities. 
The diverse membership promotes an integrated approach to delivering IDL’s Community Fire 
Assistance, Forest Health, Forest Legacy, Forest Stewardship and Urban & Community Forestry 
Programs. 
 
https://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/idaho-lands-resource-coordinating-council/ 
 
Idaho Forest Products Commission 
Vision Statement 
The Idaho Forest Products Commission sees working forests maintained in Idaho forever through 
responsible management of public and private forests and through an informed public that understands 
such management. The work of the Commission will help assure balanced and sustained timber, wildlife, 
recreation and scenic beauty for the welfare of the state’s citizens. 
 
Background 
The Idaho Forest Products Commission (IFPC) was created in 1992 by an act of the Idaho Legislature. The 
purpose of the Commission is to “promote the economic and environmental welfare of the state by 
providing a means for the collection and dissemination of information regarding the management of the 
state’s public and private forest lands and the forest products industry.” IFPC provides a variety of 
statewide communications activities, educational programs and informational materials to educate 
specific audiences such as decision makers, educators and students as well as the general public about 
the need for proper forest management. 
 



https://csfs.colostate.edu/forest-health-advisory-council/

https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire/Prescribed-Fire/Prescribed-Fire-Councils-of-Florida

https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire/Prescribed-Fire/Prescribed-Fire-Councils-of-Florida

https://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/idaho-lands-resource-coordinating-council/





Commission Membership 
The Commission is composed of five voting members that represent all geographical areas of the state 
and reflect the milling, logging, transportation and timber-management segments of the industry. 
Commission members are appointed to a three year term by the Governor from recommendations of 
those who pay assessments into the Commission. There are also six nonvoting advisory members 
representing the Idaho Department of Lands, U.S. Forest Service, University of Idaho, Idaho Department 
of Commerce, Idaho Department of Agriculture and forest industry associations. Members and advisors 
are not compensated for their service to the Commission. 
 
https://idahoforests.org/ 
 
 
Illinois 


Illinois Forestry Development Council was created back in 1983 upon passage of the Illinois Forestry 
Development Act (525 ILCS 15). The 29 members of the Council represent the following interests or 
groups: woodland owners, farmers, forest/wood products industry, urban forestry, environmental 
concerns, state and federal agencies, the General Assembly, and the Governor’s office. The Council’s 
charge is to identify and evaluate the social, economic, scientific, and educational value of Illinois’s 
forest lands and forest products industries. 


In addition to the members of the Council, several Task Groups work on projects and issues related to 
private and public woodland ownership, forest resource analysis, forestry outreach and education, 
legislation, long-range planning, timber marketing and promotion, and urban planning. 


The Council’s Mission / Function 


The Council shall study and evaluate the forest resources and the forest industries of Illinois. Therefore, 
the Council is tasked with the following functions: 


1. Determine the magnitude, nature, and extent of the state’s forest resources; 
2. Determine current uses and project future demand for forest products, forestry services, and 


forest-based benefits; 
3. Determine and evaluate the ownership characteristics of the State’s forests, the motives for 


forest ownership, and the success of incentives necessary to stimulate development of forest 
resources; 


4. Determine the economic development and management opportunities that could result from 
improvements in local and regional forest product marketing and from the establishment of 
new or additional wood-related businesses in Illinois; 


5. Confer with and offer assistance to the Illinois Finance Authority relating to its implementation 
of forest industry assistance programs authorized by the Illinois Finance Authority Act; 


6. Determine the opportunities for increasing employment and economic growth through 
development of forest resources; 


7. Determine the effects of current governmental policies and regulations on the management of 
woodlands and the location of wood products markets; 


8. Determine the staffing and funding needs for forest and other conservation programs to 
support and enhance forest resources development; 


9. Determine the needs of forest education programs in this State; 



https://idahoforests.org/

http://ifdc.nres.illinois.edu/members





10. Confer with and offer assistance to the Department of Natural Resources relating to the 
implementation of urban forest assistance grants pursuant to the Urban and Community 
Forestry Assistance Act; and 


11. Determine soil and water conservation benefits and wildlife habitat enhancement opportunities 
that can be promoted through approved forest management plans. 


The Council shall report its findings and recommendations for future State action and (ii) its evaluation 
of Urban/Community Forestry Assistance Grants to the General Assembly no later than July 1 of each 
year. 


http://ifdc.nres.illinois.edu/ 


 
Kansas 
  
The purpose of the Advisory Council is to enhance communication to all sectors of Kansas regarding 
programs of the Kansas Forest Service and to advise on the public and private needs and requirements 
relating to Kansas Forest Service programs and program directions. 


Specifically the Council: 


1. Reviews Kansas Forest Service programs and budgets and makes recommendations to the State 
Forester, the University, the Legislature and the Governor regarding the needs of the Kansas Forest 
Service and the adequacy of its programs and budgets. 


2. Serves as a sounding board for new programs and consult with and advises the State Forester about 
programs and priorities. 


3. Provides the Kansas Forest Service with expertise gained in the administration of other 
organizations relative to the administrative operations of the Kansas Forest Service. 


4. Assists in making services and capabilities of the Kansas Forest Service known throughout Kansas. 
5. Serves as a vehicle for recommending new legislation through appropriate state agencies relative to 


the mission of the Kansas Forest Service. 
6. Recommends policy to the State Forester and Kansas State University’s Department Head for 


Horticulture, Forestry, and Recreation Resources with respect to operational matters. 


https://www.kansasforests.org/kansas_forest_services/advisorycouncil.html 
 


Maine 


This council is more of a lobbying organization.  


Since 1961, the Maine Forest Products Council has been the voice of Maine’s forest economy. The MFPC 
represents the diverse needs of Maine’s forest products community. Our members are landowners, 
loggers, truckers, paper mills, tree farmers, foresters and lumber processors, but they are also bankers, 
lawyers and insurance executives. We feel we represent anyone who has an interest in seeing the Maine 
woods remain a viable, sustainable resource. 


We serve our community by gathering information, bringing groups together to discuss concerns, 
hosting events, conducting tours and helping people find common ground. 


We represent our members at the Maine Legislature, across the state, in Washington D.C. and across 
the nation. 



http://ifdc.nres.illinois.edu/

https://www.kansasforests.org/kansas_forest_services/advisorycouncil.html





https://maineforest.org/ 


Silvicultural Advisory Committee 
Established 


 In 1986 as part of implementation of the 1985 Integrated Resource Policy 
Committee 
The Advisory Committee includes members with expertise and long experience in: 


 Timber Management 
 Wildlife 
 Environmental issues 


Meets annually for a two-day field trip designed to: 
 Examine recent and older silvicultural activities conducted by the Bureau 


o At areas where current conditions make uncertain the best course of management 
o Or where field staff is proposing a departure from more common silvicultural practices. 


 Serve as training for Bureau field staff, and as expert review of our timber management 
program, implementation, and results. 


Infrequently provides expert opinion when Bureau silviculture, proposed or completed, has raised 
controversy among some stakeholders. 
 
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/advisory_councils/silvicultural.shtml 


Maryland 


The Sustainable Forestry Act of 2009 (SB549) was landmark legislation that expressed the importance of 
Maryland’s forest to the environmental and economic well-being of the State. One section of the Act 
replaced the Forest Advisory Commission with the Sustainable Forestry Council. The purpose of this 
Governor appointed Council is to advise the Department on all matters related to: 


1. sustainable forestry management in the State, 
2. the expenditure of funds from the Woodland Incentive Fund, 
3. existing regulatory and statutory policies that are perceived as economic barriers to a viable 


forest products industry, 
4. new markets to enhance forest health, including renewable energy development through 


biomass energy, to offset fossil fuel consumption and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
5. creative strategies to help privately owned forest lands better compete with real estate market 


values that are driving forest conversion and fragmentation, 
6. the means to promote forest-based economies and processing capability that contribute to 


economic and employment growth and 
7. assigning a nutrient benefit to forest stewardship plans and other forest conservation 


management plans that can be measurably tracked and reported by the number of forested 
acres covered by the plans.  


The Council will be staffed by the Department of Natural Resources – Forest Service. 
 
https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/sfcouncil.aspx 
 


Michigan 


The Timber and Forest Products Advisory Council provides advice and counsel to the governor, the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and the 



https://maineforest.org/

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/advisory_councils/silvicultural.shtml

https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/sfcouncil.aspx





Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development on timber management matters and how 
to foster the growth of the timber industry in the state. 


https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79763_79914---,00.html 


Minnesota 


Site is well done, suggest reviewing. 


The Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC) is a 17-member board created to develop policy 
recommendations to the Governor and federal, state, and local governments and to encourage the 
adoption of sustainable forest management policies and practices. Council members represent a wide 
range of forest resource interests and hold public meetings every other month to discuss key issues. 


For over 20 years, the council has played an integral role in depoliticizing complex forest issues and 
helping Minnesota's citizens, lawmakers, and forest professionals make sound decisions regarding the 
stewardship of public and private forest lands. The council acts as a catalyst for new landscape-level 
cooperative models and championing long-term ecosystem integrity. 


Unlike a traditional state agency, the council fulfills its charge under the Minnesota Sustainable Forest 
Resources Act, by developing recommendations related to "forest resource policies and practices that 
result in the sustainable management, use, and protection of the state's forest resources." This unique 
model of cooperation among diverse interests gives all Minnesotans an opportunity to care for their 
forests ensuring economic, ecological, and social sustainability. 


https://mn.gov/frc/ 


 


Montana 


Montana Forest Action Advisory Council, a statewide collaborative group charged with updating the 


Montana Forest Action Plan to address long-term efforts to conserve working forest lands, protect 


forests from harm, and enhance public benefits from forests throughout the state. 


http://dnrc.mt.gov/news/governor-forms-forest-action-advisory-council 


 
 
Oregon 


Found in search of advisory councils and linked to state forestry page. 


The State Forests Advisory Committee (SFAC) is comprised of citizens and representatives of timber, 


environmental and recreation groups. The SFAC provides a forum to discuss issues, opportunities and 


concerns, and offer advice and guidance to ODF on the implementation of the Northwest Oregon State 


Forests Management Plan. The plan provides guidance for managing 616,000 acres within the Tillamook, 


Clatsop and Santiam State Forests, and several scattered state-owned forest tracts in Benton, Polk, 


Lincoln and Lane counties through a balanced approach to generate revenue while prioritizing 


environmental and social benefits. 


Board of Forestry, The Oregon Board of Forestry is a seven-member citizen Board is appointed by the 
Governor and confirmed by the state Senate. The mission of the Board is to lead Oregon in 



https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79763_79914---,00.html

https://mn.gov/frc/
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implementing policies and programs that promote sustainable management of Oregon's public and 
private forests.Their primary responsibilities are to: 


 Supervises all matters of forest policy within Oregon 


 Appoints the State Forester 


 Adopts rules regulating forest practices 


 Provides general supervision of the State Forester's duties in managing ODF 


No more than three members may receive any significant portion of their income from the forest 
products industry. At least one member must reside in each of the state´s three major forest regions 
northern, southern, and eastern. The term of office is four years and no member may serve more than 
two consecutive full terms. The State Forester serves as secretary to the Board. 


 
 
Washington 


The Forest Practices Board is an independent state agency chaired by the Commissioner of Public Lands 


or designee. The Forest Practices Board was established by the 1974 Forest Practices Act and the rules it 


adopts are implemented and enforced by DNR. The Board has 13 members, including eight who are 


appointed by the governor. If you would like to be considered for a general public position on the Board, 


please submit an application to the Board and Commissions Office within the Office of the Governor.  


Website focused on meeting materials. 


https://www.dnr.wa.gov/about/boards-and-councils/forest-practices-board 


To advise the Commissioner of Public Lands in the development and implementation of a framework 


designed to proactively and systematically address forest health issues facing the state. Specifically, the 


framework will endeavor to assess and treat one million acres of land across Washington’s forest 


landscapes by 2033. 


https://www.dnr.wa.gov/ForestHealthAdvisoryCmte 
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Appendix C 


Related Wisconsin Councils and Organizations 


 


Wisconsin Invasive Species Council  https://invasivespecies.wi.gov/ 


The Wisconsin Legislature created the Wisconsin Invasive Species Council to assist the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in establishing a statewide program to control 
invasive species. 


Snowmobile Recreation Council (on DNR site) https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 


Duties: (1) The snowmobile recreational council shall carry out studies and make 
recommendations to the legislature, governor, department of natural resources and department 
of transportation on all matters related to this chapter or otherwise affecting snowmobiles and 
snowmobiling. (2) The department shall prepare written minutes of each meeting of the 
snowmobile recreational council and shall make them available to any interested party upon 


request. s. 350.14, Wis. Stats. 


Off-Road Vehicle Advisory Council (on DNR site) https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 


Duties: The off-road vehicle council shall provide advice and make recommendations to the 
department of natural resources, the department of transportation, the governor, and the 
legislature on all matters relating to all-terrain vehicle trails and all-terrain vehicle routes, 
including matters relating to activities conducted on all-terrain vehicle trails and all-terrain 
vehicle routes by all-terrain vehicle users and utility terrain vehicle users, and shall make 
recommendations to the department of natural resources with regard to requests for funding 
under s. 23.33 (9) (b), (bb), and (bg). 


Off-highway Motorcycle Council (on DNR site) https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 


Duties: The off-highway motorcycle council may make recommendations to the department on 


matters relating to off-highway motorcycle corridors, as defined in s. 23.335 (1) (s), and off-
highway motorcycle routes, as defined in s. 23.335 (1) (u), and on any other matters relating to 
the operation of off-highway motorcycles. 


Land and Water Conservation Board 
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/About_Us/LandWaterConservationBoard.aspx 


The Land and Water Conservation Board connects local and state governments on conservation 
and farmland  
preservation issues. The board: 


 Reviews county land and water plans and makes recommendations 
 Recommends how the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection should 


allocate conservation funds to counties 
 Approves releases from farmland preservation agreements (if signed before July 1, 2009) 
 Provides a forum to discuss emerging soil and water conservation issues 


 


Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Advisory Council (on DNR site) 


https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 



https://invasivespecies.wi.gov/

https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html
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In 1994, the Department Secretary created the SAC, consisting of representatives from a diverse 
range of stakeholder groups, to advise the Department on policy and administrative issues relating 
to implementation of the Stewardship Program. The Council advises the Department on policy and 
administrative issues, fosters collaborative land protection efforts and increases citizen involvement 
in the State's natural and recreational resources relating to the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program. 


Wisconsin State Trails Council (on DNR site) https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 


The State Trails Council (STC) was created by statute 15.347(16) [exit DNR] in 1989. The council 
provides advice and consultation to the Department of Natural Resources on the planning, 
acquisition, development and management of trails in Wisconsin. The council represents trail users 
in Wisconsin, which includes more than half of the state's residents. The council is also responsible 
for providing counsel in administering Federal Recreational Trails Program funds. The council serves 
as Wisconsin's state recreational trail advisory committee for Recreational Trails Program, 
necessary for Wisconsin to participate in the program. 
The council is an independent forum for finding solutions to trail problems for both motorized and 
nonmotorized groups and is a statewide advocate for public/private cooperation in funding and 
management of trail systems. Wisconsin is a national leader in creating partnerships that provide for 
state ownership coupled with county management of trails. 
 


Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council (on DNR site) https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 


The purpose of the council is to advise the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on the best 
ways to preserve, protect, expand and improve Wisconsin's urban and community forest resources. 


Wisconsin Waterways Commission (on DNR site) https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html 


The Commission may have studies conducted to determine the need for recreational boating 
facilities; approve financial aid to local governments for development of recreational boating 
projects, including the acquisition of weed harvesters; and recommend administrative rules for 
the recreational facilities boating program. 


Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council  https://prescribedfire.org/ 


The specific purposes of the WPFC are to: 
 Make the use of prescribed fire safer and more accepted for all practitioners 
 Provide a unified voice representing the prescribed fire community in Wisconsin 
 Promote the use of prescribed fire as a land management tool in Wisconsin 
 Educate practitioners and the general public 
 Enhance the public perception of prescribed fire 
 Promote professionalism in the prescribed fire community 
 Encourage cooperation among non-profit conservation organizations, government agencies, for-


profit businesses and private individuals. 
 
WISCONSIN FREIGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-
bus/freight/fac.aspx 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) established the Freight Advisory 
Committee (FAC) to help inform the department on issues that impact freight mobility and 
to provide a voice for the freight sector on the development of freight-related policies, 
processes and projects. 



https://dnr.wi.gov/AID/Meetings.html
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Wisconsin Council on Tourism http://industry.travelwisconsin.com/about-the-
department/governors-council-on-tourism 
 


The Wisconsin Council on Tourism advises the Secretary on matters relating to tourism and 
serves as a sounding board to the agency as it develops and enacts the strategic plan to 
advance tourism. 


The Council aims to represent varied geography and wide-ranging expertise that includes, but is 
not limited to, recreation and attraction business owners, hospitality and service industry 
business owners, convention and visitor bureaus, economic development specialists, industry 
thought leaders, legislators, and leaders of arts, historic and cultural destinations. 


Rural Health Development Council http://www.worh.org/rhdc 
 
To optimize the health of rural citizens and the economic wellbeing of rural communities by 
identifying, enabling and advocating actions which add value to both. 
 
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  https://wedc.org/ 
 
The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) is committed to creating and 
maintaining a business climate that allows you to maximize your potential. Working with more 
than 600 statewide partners, including regional economic development organizations, academic 
institutions and industry groups, we’re enhancing our communities, supporting business 
development, advancing industry innovation, tapping global markets and developing a talented 
workforce to help Wisconsin realize its full economic potential. 
 
Fire Department Advisory Council 
 
Fire Department Advisory Council (FDAC) Membership List (wi.gov) 



http://industry.travelwisconsin.com/about-the-department/governors-council-on-tourism

http://industry.travelwisconsin.com/about-the-department/governors-council-on-tourism

http://www.worh.org/rhdc

https://wedc.org/

https://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/forestry/FDACMembershipList.pdf





Mar 1, 2021 - Mar 31, 20 ▼


Sessions


1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31
0


10


20


30


40


Pageviews


758


desktop
mobile
tablet


88.2%


Sessions


339
Users


250
Avg. Time on Page


00:01:10


New Visitor
Returning
Visitor


35.4%


64.6%


New & Returning Visitors Devices Used to Access Site


Page Title Pageviews


1. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Home 208


2. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Past Meetings 56


3. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Budget Papers 47


4. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Members 39


5. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Upcoming Meetings 33


6. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Wisconsin Forest Practices Study (WFPS): 2020 St… 31


7. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Woody Biomass Harvest Guidelines: Overview 30


8. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Wisconsin Forest Practices Study (WFPS) 29


9. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Invasive Species Best Management Practices: Righ… 25


10. Wisconsin DNR - Council on Forestry Strategic Goals: Overview 24


▼


1 - 10 / 42 < >


Visits
Without Site
Search
Visits With
Site Search


98.8%


Visits Using Search


Council on Forestry
councilonforestry.wi.gov


Avg. Page Load Time (sec)


3.65


Most Viewed Pages


Madison
Beijing
Coffeyville
(not set)
San Diego
Columbus
Milwaukee
Chicago
Rhinelan…
others


19.2%


44.3%


Location of Users


Number of Site Visits Per Day






image3.emf
CoF_1t_Pledge_Intr o_5_20_21.pdf


CoF_1t_Pledge_Intro_5_20_21.pdf


05/18/2021


1


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES


TRILLION TREE PLEDGE
May 20, 2021 | DNR.WI.GOV


TRILLION TREE INTRODUCTION


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


• What is One Trillion Trees?
• How is the Wisconsin involved?
• What is being proposed as a pledge?
• How is all this happening? 15%


Current U.S. carbon 
emissions from burning 


fossil fuels captured 
annually by U.S. forest and 


forest products
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2
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WHAT IS THE TRILLION TREES INITIATIVE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


• Launched in January 2020 at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland


• 1t.org serves a global movement to conserve, restore, 
and grow a trillion trees by 2030


• The 1t.org U.S. Chapter provides a national-level 
structure for coordinating, collaborating, tracking, and 
providing technical assistance to organizations and 
individuals doing the work


• Tracks pledges and the related carbon impact from 
government, corporate, NGO and civil organizations to 
conserve, restore, and complete supporting actions 


Examples of Pledges


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV
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HOW IS THE U.S. INVOLVED?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


• In January 2020, former President Trump announced the 
U.S. would join World Economic Forum’s One Trillion 
Trees Initiative 


• Signed Executive Order establishing an interagency 
council for coordinating Federal Government support


HOW IS WISCONSIN INVOLVED?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


• Governor Evers sits on the Stakeholder Council for 1t.org U.S. 
Chapter – the only state governor


• Consistent with:
• Executive orders #38 & #52
• Governor’s Task Force on Climate 


Change Report
• DNR’s Blueprint for Climate Action
• Wisconsin’s State Forest Action Plan


27%
Potential U.S. carbon 


emissions captured in U.S. 
forests with full investment 


in nature-based solutions like 
responsible reforestation
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WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED AS A PLEDGE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


• Runs from 2021-2030
• Covers three areas:


• Forest conservation
• Tree plantings
• Supporting actions


Conserve 
125,000 
acres of 


forestland


Plant            
74 million 


trees in   
rural areas


Plant              
1 million 
trees in 


urban areas 


89,265,244
trees of impact


WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED AS A PLEDGE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


Forest Conservation:
125,000 acres total (12,500/year)


• 25,000 acres acquisition
• Goal: 2,500 acres/year
• Range 1,182 to 14,000 acres/year
• Average: 5,300 acres/year


• 100,000 acres easement
• Goal: 10,000 acres/year
• Range: 113 to 23,052 acres/year
• Average: 11,807 acres/year
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WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED AS A PLEDGE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


Planting Trees: public and private lands
75,000,000 trees (7,500,000/year)


• 74,000,000 rural areas
• Goal 7,400,000 trees/year
• Range 4.3m to 6.7m trees/year
• Average 6,000,000 trees/year


• 1,000,000 urban areas
• Goal 100,000 trees/year
• Range: 20,850 to 30,669 trees/year
• Average 23,732 trees/year


Map Source: Reforestation Hub


WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED AS A PLEDGE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


Supporting Actions
• Sustainable Forestry
• Avoid Deforestation
• Nursery Development
• Data and Technological Tools
• Science and Technical 


Assistance
• Tree Protection through 


Management


• Forest Product Markets and 
Innovation


• Workforce Development
• Environmental Education
• Conservation Finance
• Other: Financial Assistance
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WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED AS A PLEDGE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


Supporting Partners
• WDNR
• WDOA
• WDOT
• WDATCP
• WEDC
• BCPL
• UW System & WI Technical College System
• WCFA


1.162 billion metric 
tons of carbon are 


stored in WI’s forests, 
equating to the


annual energy use of 
491,650,000 homes


WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED AS A PLEDGE?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


The pledge is designed to:
• Be for everyone in the state of Wisconsin
• Represent ambitious goals for the state
• Address tree equity in our urban areas
• Ensure a continued supply of fiber for forest 


industries
• Provide the full range of co-benefits of trees 


and forests for all of Wisconsin’s citizens


Forest land, 
harvested wood 


products and urban 
trees… collectively 


represent the largest 
net carbon sink in 


the U.S.
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HOW IS ALL THIS HAPPENING?


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV


• Governor’s budget includes increased funding for WFLGP 
and UF Grant Program


• Working with partners
• Working with landowners


Watch for:
• New factsheets about pledge
• New DNR webpage for tracking accomplishments
• Development of ways to acknowledge contributions to 


the pledge


Contact: Carmen Hardin – carmen.hardin@wisconsin.gov
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State Forester Report 5-20-21 CoF Mtg.docx
STATE FORESTER REPORT - May 20, 2021 Council on Forestry Meeting



1. COVID and Operations Update:

With the recent CDC announcement regarding masks not being needed for most indoor/outdoor activities, we’re assessing what that means for our operations. 



We’ve been planning for returning to offices – the goal is to have offices ready for 50% of staff to return by June 1st.  We are currently reviewing ventilation at offices, analyzing workspace layout, and evaluating other components of our offices.



To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, we have new Outdoor/Indoor Guidance based on whether staff are fully vaccinated and whether they are meeting with DNR staff or other public.

· Outdoors:

· Staff are approved for all fieldwork, but they must follow our safety IOPs.

· When able to safely socially distance, our staff won’t need to wear masks, but if they are unable to socially distance, they’ll still be required to wear one. 

· Indoors:

· Indoor meetings and trainings with partners have been approved if they are of a critical nature and staff are required to continue to follow safety protocols.

· When interacting with the public inside DNR facilities, staff will still be wearing masks and social distancing. 



We just completed the hiring process for a new class of integrated field foresters who will be coming on board in mid-June.  We hope to soon be advertising several other recently approved vacancies, including tax law specialist and co-op fire ranger, and continue to work with our administration on priority needs.





2. Forest Industry Updates:

· Sentinel Structures: 

· Sentinel Structures, the first structural glued-laminated timber manufacturer in the U.S. (located in Peshtigo), permanently closed on March 31. 

· The company made glued-laminated timber and arches for buildings and timber bridges.

· The firm does not plan to reopen. 

· Verso Duluth is being sold to ST paper who will convert it to produce tissue paper made from recycled paper.

· Domtar (mills in Rothschild and Nekoosa, WI) is being purchased by Paper Excellence. 

· Great Lake Renewable Energy will be acquired by Lignetics (parent company of Marth pellets).

· Kretz Lumber was awarded state/federal funding to upgrade their wood energy system with combined heat and power.





3. Stakeholder Input on Forest Tax Law Handbooks:

The Forest Tax Law Handbook is the chief source of policy and operational guidance for the wide array of stakeholders that participate in the Tax Law programs (MFL and FCL).  As such, it is a valued distillation of regulatory requirements and is relied upon by CPW’s, TLFS, TLAS, Statewide specialists, Team Leaders, non-tax law forestry staff, and to some extent, landowners, to provide consistent and transparent administration of the Tax Law program, as well as communication of evolving laws and regulations to those responsible for carrying them out through adherence to the policies and procedures described in the Handbook.  



Revisions to the Forest Tax Law Handbook are posted for stakeholder input through June 4, 2021. 

· From the DNR main page, use search terms ‘forestry input’ to find our stakeholder input pages

· Subscribe to receive automatic notifications.



These Handbook revisions operationalize the current rule, NR 46, which was published effective March 1, 2020.  The rule was updated to reflect the changes to statute brought by 2015 Act 358: thus, the comprehensive update to NR 46 necessitates broad revisions to the Tax Law Handbook.



Our updates to the Forest Tax Law Handbook also reflect the need for more stand-alone topical chapters and consistency between chapters.  This revision puts forth five (5) updated chapters: Certified Plan Writer, 

Dispute Resolution Process, Updating and Amending Management Plans, Sound Forestry, and Cutting Notices/Reports. 

· Information on changes made to each chapter is included in the PDFs posted to the Division’s Stakeholder Input Page. 

· Revisions and opportunities for feedback and participation will be ongoing until the entire Handbook is updated.  

 



4. Seedling Distribution:

Spring seedling distribution is for the most part complete and was a success.  4.75 million seedlings were distributed in nearly 3,200 orders to landowners across the state of Wisconsin this spring.  Of these, 45,600 seedlings were distributed to 4th and 5th grade students (due to pandemic in 2020) as part of the 4th Grade Arbor Day program.





5. Fire Update: 

Forestry is wrapping up the critical fire season conditions.
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General Status – Pandemic Response

· Office buildings remain closed to public use but continue to provide public service virtually. 

· Awaiting updated guidance on agency pandemic plan after recent update from CDC on mask wearing guidance.

· Most employees on CNNF remain in telework status, but field operations mostly continue.

· Preparing for another very busy summer outdoor recreation season.





Timber Program – FY21

Planned Accomplishments:

· 135 MMBF Sold (up to 75 MMBF of Storm Salvage)

· 95 MMBF Sold by Forest Service (60 MMBF Storm Salvage)

· 40 MMBF Sold by State of Wisconsin GNA



Current Status:

· Approximately 93MMBF overall sold to date.  On track to accomplish target.

· Salvage sales from 2019 blowdown area continue to sell with only occasional no-bids.
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SILVICULTURE HANDBOOK
Revision Priorities







Prioritized for revision
• Marking Guidelines (2019)


• Jack Pine (2016)


• Northern Hardwood (2019)


• Paper Birch (2015)


• Red Maple (2019)


• Economic Considerations (2016)


Cover Type (year revised)
• Fir Spruce (1995)
• White Cedar (1990)
• Hemlock Hardwood (1990)
• Black Walnut (1990)
We recommend editing Swamp 
Hardwood (2013) to reference EAB 
guidance 
Currently under revision
• Bottomland Harwood (1996)


Recently revised
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