
COUNCIL ON FORESTRY MEETING
Date: 7-22-21
Location: Virtually via Zoom	

	Council Members:
	Guests:

	[bookmark: Check12]|X| Tom Hittle, Chair
	|X| Kenneth Price
	Faye Bokelman, DNR
	Ron Eckstein, Wildlife Soc.
	Kris Tiles, UW-Ext

	|X| Matt Dallman, Vice Chair
	|X| Paul Strong
	Rebecca Diebel, DNR
	Richard Wedepohl, Former CoF
	Phil Blake, FR Data Net

	|X| Heather Berklund, State Frstr
	|X| Jordan Skiff
	Mike Warnke, DNR
	Nancy Bozek, WWOA
	Crystal Rohde, NWRPC

	|X| Senator Janet Bewley
	|X| Jason Sjostrom
	Ram Dahal, DNR
	Randy Cooper, WWOA
	

	|X| Senator Mary Felzkowski
	|X| William Van Lopik
	Yellow Light Breen, Pres
	Mike Gardner, LCO Econ
	

	|_| Representative Beth Meyers
	|_| Michael Bolton
	Samuel Pratsch, Prsntr
	Beckie Gaskill, Reporter
	

	|X| Representative Jeff Mursau
	|X| Adena Rissman
	Christel Kern, Presenter
	Kietra Olson, WEDC
	

	|X| Henry Scheinebeck
	|X| Buddy Huffaker
	
	Devron Kobluk, DKI
	

	|X| James Hoppe
	|X| Rebekah Luedtke
	
	Stamena Ivanov, Sen. Felzkowski’s staff

	|X| James Kerkman
	Next Meeting: Sept 15-16 (possible field tour)

	
	
	
	


	[bookmark: _Hlk516063723][bookmark: _Hlk518569089][bookmark: _Hlk535579241]Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Council Business Updates (Chair Hittle)
· Sept meeting planning: field day 
· Update on Direct Sale Minimum Bid statute change
· Biennial Report Update
	
	· Jim Kirkman & Bill VanLopik: work with Faye Bokelman and Rebecca Diebel to plan the September CoF field day event.  
· Council members: send any field day location suggestions to Tom and Matt.

	September CoF Meeting Planning - Field Day:
The Council would like to continue to have an in-person field day this year but will keep the CoF meeting virtual.  Jim Kirkman and Bill VanLopik will work with Faye Bokelman and Rebecca Diebel to plan the event.  Council members should send any field day location suggestions to Tom and Matt.

Update on Direct Sale Minimum Bid Statute Change:
The bill is in an early draft stage.  Tom will bring it back to the Council for review when it is in a more finalized stage.

Biennial Report Update:
The report showed up on several external partner pages and received many positive comments.

	Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Maine's Experience Building a Forest Opportunity Roadmap
Presenter: Yellow Light Breen, Maine Development Foundation

Regional Economic Diversification (RED) Summit Update
Presenter: Samuel Pratsch, UW-Extension
	

	

	Maine's Experience Building a Forest Opportunity Roadmap:
The Council on Forestry has been charged with managing the roadmap planning process with WEDC and external partners.  Maine has already completed this process, so CoF is hoping to learn from their experience.

Yellow Light Breen, President & CEO of the Maine Development Foundation, spoke to the Council on Maine’s experience building a Forest Opportunity Roadmap.  Starting in 2014, the price of lumber dropped and mills in Maine began to be shuttered.  Four trade associations, NGO’s, and other industry and local stakeholders decided that they needed a roadmap for the future of forest products in Maine.  

Maine worked with Indufor, a Scandinavian company, to gather data and solicit a global perspective for the project.  After analysis, findings included:
· Labor input should be low/reasonable
· Must provide good paying jobs in rural Maine
· It is important to find an outlet for soft woods and residuals
· There needs to be diversification within and around the industry in rural areas
· Work in concert with new business attractions
· Sustainable impact on forest management and wood supply
· Tap into the global bio economy  

Strategic planning was done by four to six key subcommittees working at the same time with subject matter experts as members.  
· FOR/Maine website: https://formaine.org/
· The roadmap For/Maine created in 2018 was based on a US EDA partnership process: https://formaine.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/FORMaine_Report_DL_041119.pdf
· 2021 For/Maine Statewide Summit: https://formaine.org/for-me-summit-2021/


Regional Economic Diversification (RED) Summit Update:
Samuel Pratsch of UW-Extension updated the Council on the results of the REDS Summit.  The summit consisted of three main listening sessions and eleven specialized breakout sessions.  Lots of feedback was gathered at these sessions.  

In order to analyze the data, UW-Extension will be holding a “data jam”, which is a participatory data analysis activity with partners.  The jam will be held via a 2-hour Zoom session during the first or third week of August (based on attendee availability).  If Council members are interested in joining the data jam, they should contact Tom, Matt, or Sam directly.

The data will be sorted into five main themes:
1. What’s working well
2. Potential threats/concerns/challenges
3. Success of the industry in WI
4. Opportunities for the growth of the forest industry/forest-based economy
5. What's the way forward for the forest industry

Sam hopes to be able to share preliminary analysis results with the Council at their September meeting. 

	Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Silviculture Guidance Team: Climate Chapter

	

	

	The DNR’s Silviculture Guidance Team (SGT) asked the Council’s Sound Forestry and Policy Committee to comment on where climate change adaptation and carbon mitigation should go in the Silviculture Handbook.  

The Committee will recommend:
· The template for cover types should be changed to allow for sections on climate change adaptation and carbon mitigation.
· A separate chapter that summarizes climate change considerations for adaptation and mitigation.  

	Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Legislator updates: 

	
	

	Representative Mursau’s office received a draft of the Direct Sale Minimum Bid statute change (from $3,000 to $10,000) and sent it out to involved persons for review.

	Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Council Profile Committee: Communications

	

	

	The first item on the communication workplan is to create a fact sheet on the Council that can be posted to the website and sent to outside parties as an intro.  The Council Profile Committee created a draft CoF fact sheet and are requesting feedback from members.  Edits suggested by CoF members included adding color and the CoF logo to make the sheet more eye-catching. The team will make the recommended changes and bring the document back to next CoF meeting for final approval.

	Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	Northern Hardwood Conference: Take-aways and Synopsis

Presenter: Christel Kern, USFS
	

	

	Christel Kern of USFS spoke to the Council about the 2021 Northern Hardwood Conference.  Her presentation covered the conference purpose, logistical data, schedule/agenda, and event partners/sponsors.  Also discussed were the NHC challenge categories identified by conference attendees, knowledge exchange (via round table of experts, podcast, journal articles, and conference online content), and 2021 NHC participant feedback.  Christel further provided the Council with the preliminary details for the 2022 Northern Hardwood Conference.

	Agenda Item
	Materials
	Assignments/Follow Up

	State Forester Updates
	

[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _MON_1688452611]         
	

	Heather Berklund, Chief State Forester, gave CoF updates on Forestry’s nursery/reforestation team, Trillion Trees Initiative, strategic direction, GNA public forum, filling of vacant Forestry positions, new SGT members, fire suppression, and Forestry tax law.

Paul Strong, Forest Supervisor of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, gave CoF updates of CNNF’s pandemic response, FY21 timber program and forest health, and wildfire suppression support.
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Tony Evers, Governor
Preston D. Cole, Secretary

 Telephone 608-266-2621

Toll Free 1-888-936-7463

TTY Access via relay - 711
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Dean Bowe

Interest: County Forests

Lincoln County Forestry Land and Parks Dept

801 N. Sales Street Suite #106

Merrill, WI  54452

715-539-1034

dbowe@co.lincoln.wi.us 

Term expires: June 2023



Matt Bushman

Interest: National Forests

USDA Forest Service

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest

500 Hanson Lake Road

Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-362-1300

matthew.bushman@usda.gov 

Term expires: June 2023



Mike Demchik

Interest: University/Forest Service Research

University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point

TNR Building

800 Reserve Street

Stevens Point, WI  54481

715-295-8910

mdemchik@uwsp.edu

Term expires: June 2022



Ron Eckstein, Co-Chair

Interest: Resource Conservation

Wisconsin Chapter of The Wildlife Society

5059 Sunset Drive

Rhinelander, WI  54501

715-369-2979

roneckstein@charter.net

Term expires: June 2022



Forrest Gibeault

Interest: Large Landowner/Land Manager 

Steigerwaldt Land Service, Inc.

856 North 4th Street

Tomahawk, WI  54487

715-453-3274

Forrest.gibeault@steigerwaldt.com 

Term expires: June 2023



Nathan Gilbert

Interest: Sawtimber Industry

Kretz Lumber Co, Inc.

PO Box 160

Antigo, WI  54409

715-216-6570

Nathan.Gilbert@kretzlumber.com

Term expires: June 2024



John Gillen

Interest: WDNR Team Leader 

Wisconsin DNR

107 Sutliff Avenue

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

715-490-2991

JeanMichel.Gillen@wisconsin.gov

Term expires: June 2024



Jeremy Holtz

Interest: WDNR Wildlife

Wisconsin DNR

107 Sutliff Avenue

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

715-899-4070

Jeremy.holtz@wisconsin.gov 

Term expires: June 2024







Christel Kern

Interest: Silviculture/Forest Ecology

USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station

5985 Highway K

Rhinelander, WI  54501

715-362-1123

cckern@fs.fed.us 

Term expires: June 2024



Colleen Matula

Interest: Silviculturist/Ecologist

Wisconsin DNR

2501 Golf Course Rd.

Ashland, WI  54806

715-685-2911

Colleen.matula@wisconsin.gov 

Term expires: June 2023



Chad Morgan

Interest: Paper and Pulp Industry

Louisiana Pacific – LP Building Solutions

16571 W USH 63

Hayward, WI 54843

715-634-5473 

chad.morgan@lpcorp.com 

Term expires: June 2024



Todd Pond

Interest: Logging Professional

Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association

Ahlstrom-Munksjo

100 Main Street

Mosinee, WI 54455-1440

715-383-5654

Todd.pond@ahlstrom-munksjo.com 

Term expires: June 2022

























Andy Stoltman, Co-Chair

Interest: WDNR Forest Econ & Ecology Section Chief

Wisconsin DNR

107 Sutliff Avenue

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

715-628-0010

Andrew.Stoltman@wisconsin.gov 

Term expires: Ongoing



Terry Strong

Interest: Small Woodland Landowners

Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association

5061 Crystal Lake Road

Rhinelander, WI  54501

715-362-2224

715-490-5704 (cell)

Hodag68@yahoo.com 

Term expires: June 2024



Chris Thies

Interest: Consulting Foresters

Wisconsin Consulting Foresters

19287 67th Avenue

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729

715-214-5030

thiesca@live.com 

Term expires: June 2022



John Withers

Interest: Sawtimber Industry

Meister Log and Lumber

606 Main Street

Blue River, WI  53518

608-604-3087

Kawdjw84@hotmail.com 

Term expires: June 2024
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Fact Sheet       								July 2021

Background and organization: Appointed by the Governor, the Wisconsin Council on Forestry is a diverse group of leaders in the forestry community who direct Wisconsin’s efforts to achieve sustainable forestry. Members include the state forester, elected officials with the state senate and assembly and representatives of forest products industries, professional societies, education and non-governmental organizations.

The Council was created by State Statute 26.02 in July 2002 to advise the governor, legislature, Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Department of Commerce, and other state agencies on a host of forestry issues in the state, including:

· The practice of sustainable forestry, as defined in s. 28.04 (1) (e)

· Protection of forests from fire, insects, and disease

· Reforestation and forest genetics

· Management and protection of urban forests

· Public knowledge and awareness of forestry issues

· Forestry research

· Economic development and employment in the forestry industry

· Marketing and use of forest products

· Legislation affecting management of Wisconsin's forest lands

· Staffing and funding needs for forestry programs conducted by the state

The Council meets at least four times a year at locations around the state. Public notices with an agenda are posted on Council’s webpage and sent out through Wisconsin Gov delivery. 

Reports and Issues: The Council prepares a biennial report on the status of the state’s forest resources and forest industry. Recent issues addressed by the Council include:

· Michigan-Finland bioeconomy project: The project will create a platform for joint U.S. – Finland research, development and innovation projects and the Council is looking into Wisconsin involvement. https://finlandabroad.fi/web/usa/current-affairs/-/asset_publisher/h5w4iTUJhNne/content/finland-maine-and-michigan-partner-toward-sustainable-growth-in-forest-bioeconomy/384951

· Regional economic diversification: Collaboration with other groups to enhance existing timber industries and establish new market opportunities for Wisconsin forest products. https://councilonforestry.wi.gov/Pages/ForestIndustryREDS/Default.aspx

· Forest regeneration monitoring: Program began in 2018 to better assess the status of regeneration across the state. https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/regenMonitoring.html

· Climate change taskforce: Submitted a letter to the governor offering ways to utilize Wisconsin’s forests and forest industry to address climate change. https://councilonforestry.wi.gov/Documents/Gov%20Climate%20Change%20Taskforce%20Letter%207-31-20F.pdf

For more information on the Council visit the webpage at councilonforestry.wi.gov


Facts on Wisconsin’s Forests and Forest Industry

· Wisconsin’s 17 million acres of forestlands and millions of urban trees significantly enhanced the quality of life in our state.

· There are over 63,000 jobs in Wisconsin directly related to forestry. Forestry is the number one employer in ten counties and every job in forestry supports 1.7 additional jobs in the state.

· Forestry is a $24.4 billion industry in Wisconsin. Every million dollars of output in forestry creates $700,000+ of output in other sectors.

· Managed forests support a wide variety of recreational opportunities, enhancing local economies, clean water and air, wildlife habitat, and our quality of life in Wisconsin.

More details on forest business in Wisconsin can be found at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/forestbusinesses/factsheets
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Northern Hardwood
Conference 2021

When — June 15-16, 2021
Where — Virtual (EventsAIR platform)

Theme — “Bridging Science and Management for the Future

Registration Fee: S50 professional, $25 student
30 students

Registrants: 403 participants
43 from Canada (4 provinces)
32 from MN (23 states)
74 from Ml
135 from WI

Engagement: 5000+ hours on conference platform during 2 days





Northern

Hardwood
Conference 2021

Conference Schedule —

90 presenters

3 concurrent sessions over 2 days

e Group and individual presentations

Content and recordings available for 1
month post-conference

9.5 Category 1 SAF CFE credits and 8.0
Wisconsin FISTA/SFI hours

Keynotes

Posters
Virtual field tours

WEDNESDAY June 16, 2021
Daily Schedule (all times in CST)

Note: Posters and virtual tours available all day on event portal.

TIME

8:00 AM

8:20 AM

8:40 AM

g:00 AM

Maple E-Room
Group Presentation (8:00 to g:40 AM)

MH-SEED: A holistic experiment to revisit
classical and test novel silvicultural systems ina
changing world

C.R. Webster, Y. Dickinson, T. Bal, C. Bartlick, K.
Brzeski, R.E. Froese, B. Gusick, A Helman, 5.
Hupperts, M.C. Kelly, J.M. Schmierer, K. Schnieder,
and J.D. Wolfe

1) Introducing the Northern Hardwood Silviculture
Experiment to Enhance Diversity (NHSEED) //
Dickinson, Bal, Bartlick, Brzeski, Froese, Gusick,
Hupperts, Kelly, Schmierer, Schnieder, Webster, and
Walfe

2) Initial regeneration and understory plant
community responses to the NHSEED treatments
{f Bartlick, Dickinson, Hupperts, Froese, and
Webster

3) Assessing soil compaction following a winter
harvest of northern hardwoods [f Kelly

4) Demographic response of small mammals to
experimental silviculture treatments /] Wolfe,
Gusick and Brzeski

5} Novel application of iDNA tool for measuring
small mammal community biodiversity via silphid

Basswood E-Room
Group Presentation (8:00 to g:40 AM)

Alternative silvicultural systems, tree regeneration
success and deer use in northern hardwood forests
Mike Walters, Gary Roloff, Jason Hartman, Catherine
Henry, Evan Farinosi, Melissa Starking

1) Rationale and design of alternative silvicultural
systemns experiment in Michigan's northern hardwood
forests [/ Roloff and Walters

2] Pre-harvest stand regeneration composition and
associated driving factors ff Henry

3) Early vegetation and browse responses to harvest
treatments [f Farinosi

4) Pre-harvest and post-harvest deer-use following
alternative sivlicuture [f Starking

5} Roundtable Q and A: From project planning to resulis
implementation, research-management partnerships are
critically important /f Hartman, Walters, Roloff, Farinosi,
Henry, Starking

Birch E-Room

Can coppicing plant saplings improve the
growing position of mid-tolerant northern
hardwood tree species in harvest gaps?

John L. Willis, Michael B Walters, Evan | Farinosi

Considerations for creating canopy gaps in
northern hardwood forests

Dustin Bronson, Christel Kern, Amanda McGraw,
Teresa Pearson, Laura Reuling

Tree Regeneration response and spatial
patterning of midtolerant saplings in variable-
sized group selection harvest gaps in northern
'Wisconsin, USA

David K Schnake, Jodi A Forrester, Andrew J.
Sanchez-Meador, David J Mladenoff, Craig Lorimer

Long-Term evolution of composition and
structure after repeated group selection over
eight decades

Nicole Rogers, Anthony D'Amato, William Leak
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Northern Hardwood
Conference 2021

Why focus on northern hardwood forests?

e Millions of acres in eastern US and Canada

e Economically and ecologically critical
e Northern hardwood management diverse and complex

* Major conference has not been held in over 30 years

e Wisconsin Forest Practices Study (WFPS) emphasis

Northern hardwoods

 Many challenges — regeneration, composition, quality,

- Adapted from Braun (1950) . .
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Northern Hardwood Challenge Categories (as identified by conference attendees)

e pests/pathogens/forest health

* interfering vegetation/invasive plants
e climate change

e deer browse

e silvicultural systems - applicability and implementation
* inadequate regeneration and recruitment

e lack of markets for pulpwood and low quality
e forest diversity - composition and structure

» degraded stands/high grading/exploitation

* public opinion/social acceptance

» parcelization/ownership changes

e wildlife considerations

e growth and yield data

e timber quality/value assessment

e research/monitoring

e labor force - foresters and loggers

e genetics/reforestation

* landowner engagement

e carbon sequestration

e herbicide use






Day 1 Polling, 212 Participants

6.What are the top 3 challenges facing sustainable management of northern
hardwood forests? (select only 3)
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Northern Hardwood Challenges (as identified by conference attendees)

—— e pests/pathogens/forest health I

<« interfering vegetation/invasive plants ————

e climate change

< e deer browse I

e silvicultural systems - applicability and implementation

< inadequate regeneration and recruitment —

< e |ack of markets for pulpwood and low qualltv>

e forest diversity - composition and structure
» degraded stands/high grading/exploitation ;
* public opinion/social acceptance

» parcelization/ownership changes

e wildlife considerations

e growth and yield data

e timber quality/value assessment

e research/monitoring

e labor force - foresters and loggers

e genetics/reforestation

* landowner engagement

e carbon sequestration

e herbicide use






Day 1 Polling, 212 Participants

1. What part of the northern hardwood range do you call
home?

160
140
120
100
80
60
40
. ]

a.Lake States b.Northeast United c.Canada d.Somewhere else
States






160

140

120

100

Day 1 Polling, 212 Participants

2. What term best describes your job?





Northern Hardwood
Conference 2021

Round Table of Experts

* What do we need to know and/or do to address
these challenges?

* Panel
e Managers & Researchers
* NE and Lake States and Canada

e Discussion themes
e Pay attention to the site, landscape, and nuances

* Foster collaboration between research and
management

» Keep the silvicultural tools diverse and creative

e Podcast summary on SilviCast nttps/mmmuwsp.edusenr

ap/WFC/Pages/WFC/Research-and-Development/Northern-Hardwood-Conference-2021-Special.aspx




https://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/WFC/Pages/WFC/Research-and-Development/Northern-Hardwood-Conference-2021-Special.aspx



Northern Hardwood
Conference 2021

Documentation of Knowledge Exchange

e Journal Articles
* Forest Ecology & Management Special Issue
e Complete by January 2021

* Articles available immediately:

* https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/forest-ecology-and-
management/special-issue/109QHFN0O60V

e Conference Proceedings
e Submissions undergoing review and revision
* Available on-line June 2022
* Free, downloadable pdf from Treesearch (FS website)
e https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/




https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/forest-ecology-and-management/special-issue/109QHFN060V

https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/



Northern Hardwood
Conference 2022

SAVE THE DATES

e August 16-18, 2022 in Fredericton,
New Brunswick, Canada

UNB Atlantic Forest Research Collab.
e Edward Czerwinski

Northern Hardwood Research Instit.
e Gaetan Pelletier

“Smart Adaptive Silviculture in
challenging mixed and hardwood
stands”

e Biennial conference on “even” years






Northern Hardwood
Conference 2021

What did participants think?

Easy to use platform
Great considering the circumstances
In-person next time but virtual options

“Really high quality research presented in a high-
quality fashion. Thank you.”

“It was in my opinion a success and | hope that these
conferences can continue in the future and that we
can meet in person.”

“I appreciated the virtual aspect since it is unlikely |
will be able to travel to an in-person conference
unless it is in my state. “






Northern Hardwood
Conference 2021

Conference Goals were met

v Improve exchange of information on NH management — range-
wide

v’ Explore the latest scientific findings and management practices

v’ Investigate management trends, issues, and opportunities in
the northern hardwood forest industry

v’ Identify the knowledge gaps and future research needs

v’ Provide professional development for foresters and other
natural resource professionals working in northern hardwoods

v’ Develop a biennial northern hardwood conference series





Northern Hardwood Conference
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NHC Committees

Technical Committee: program agenda, content, speakers
e Dr. Christel Kern (Conference Co-Chair), USFS Northern Research Station, USA
e Dr. Kimberly Bohn, Penn State Extension, USA

e Dr. Anthony D’Amato, University of Vermont, USA

e Jason Hartman, Michigan DNR, USA

 Ben Knaack, Tigerton Lumber Co., USA

e Dr. Patricia Raymond, Government of Quebec, Canada

e Dr. Marcella Windmuller-Campione, University of Minnesota, USA

Dr. Yvette Dickinson, Michigan Technological University, USA





NHC Committees

Planning Committee: conference logistics, platform, moderators/IT hosts, virtual field tours
e Greg Edge (Conference Co-Chair), Wisconsin DNR, USA

e Patricia Alexandre, Wisconsin DNR, USA

e Sue Crowley, Wisconsin DNR, USA

* Scott Lyon, Wisconsin DNR, USA

e Colleen Matula, Wisconsin DNR, USA

e Gary Vander Wyst, Society of American Foresters, USA

e Zach Hylinski, Wisconsin DNR, USA

 Marguerite Rapp, Wisconsin DNR, USA






NHC Committees

Biennial Committee: next biennial conference planning
Dr. Christel Kern (Conference Co-Chair), USFS Northern Research Station, USA
Greg Edge (Conference Co-Chair), Wisconsin DNR, USA

Dr. Alexis Achim, Université Laval, Canada

Steve Bedard, Government of Quebec, Canada

Dr. Anthony D’Amato, University of Vermont, USA

Frédérik Doyon, Université Québec, Canada

Kevin Evans, Dartmouth College Woodlands, USA

Dr. Trevor Jones, OFRI, Canada

Dr. Laura Kenefic, USFS Northern Research Station, USA

Gaetan Pelletier, Northern Hardwood Research Institute, Canada
Peter Smallidge, Cornell Cooperative Extension, USA

Dr. Mike Walters, Michigan State University, USA

Dr. Chris Webster, Michigan Technological University, USA
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STATE FORESTER REPORT: Council on Forestry – July 21/22, 2021 (virtual)





1) Nursery and reforestation team update:

· Spring 2021 seedling distribution is now complete. This included successfully resubmitting orders for customers who had their orders cancelled in 2020 due to the “Safer at Home” order and requested to have them reinstated. 

· About 4.8 million seedlings were distributed to both public and private lands for reforestation and conservation purposes.





· With the Governor’s 75 million tree planting pledge, there will be an increased need for seed to grow the seedlings. The Reforestation program will be looking across the state for people interested in seed collection. The nursery is planning to purchase nearly 2,000 bushels of cones, acorns, walnut and other tree seed.

· We strongly recommend anyone interested in seed collection contact one of the nurseries before collecting https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/treeplanting/sellseed.





2) Trillion Trees initiative:

· Julie Ballweg is in a new position with the Division as our Climate Change Policy Advisor. She will be helping lead the Trillion Tree Pledge effort.

· We have started outreach to partners and if any groups would like a presentation/discussion about the pledge and how they may be able to be involved in the project, please contact Julie Ballweg. 





3) Strategic Direction:

· The Division is currently evaluating our programs and working to develop recommendations for the future vision of the Division of Forestry. As you are aware, this is a process we go through every 5 years. This work is grounded in the Forest Action Plan that we developed collaboratively with the forestry community during 2019 and 2020. 

· An opportunity to provide input to inform our Strategic Direction was available to partners through a survey from June 15-June 30th. The survey was sent to over 700 external partners, representing the diversity of areas the division works in. We heard from 168 people.

· We are now processing the comments we received and will be using them to inform our next Strategic Direction.

· As we finalize our draft Strategic Direction, there will be another opportunity for partner input through a draft review. Expect to receive this invitation to review in fall.

· We can provide more detailed updates on progress and the proposal at future CoF meetings.





4) GNA Public Forum date set for September 13:

· Forestry will be sending out an invitation to the public and stakeholders for a GNA Public Forum on September 13.  

· 2-hour Zoom meeting from 1:00 – 3:00 PM

· Goals of the forum are:

· a) Explain what GNA Program Revenue is and how it can be used

· b) Share thoughts on active and proposed projects

· c) Generate ideas for GNA projects

· d) Discuss opportunities for involvement.

· Format is small group discussions and then a joint large group sharing 

· Anyone is invited, but requesting folks register to join

· Invite will be posted on our website and sent via the Council on Forestry GovDelivery list





5) Filling the following vacant positions:

· [bookmark: _Hlk77074530]Two Urban Forestry Coordinators

· Forest Products Specialist

· National Forest Specialist

· Tax Law Specialist

· Private lands Specialist

· Lemay Section Chief

· Aeronautics Section Chief





6) SGT New members:











7) Fire:

The Division is currently supplying wildfire suppression aid to other states and Canada.





8) Tax Law

Tax Law Handbook updates are on-going. Sign up for notices on the DNR web, search term ‘forestry input’.



In June, we just closed another input opportunity on several of the Tax Law Handbook chapters. Tax Law is currently considering the comments received and how to incorporate any changes into the final draft. The goal is to finalize and publish the revisions next month.  
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Tony Evers, Governor
Preston D. Cole, Secretary


 Telephone 608-266-2621


Toll Free 1-888-936-7463


TTY Access via relay - 711
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Dean Bowe


Interest: County Forests


Lincoln County Forestry Land and Parks Dept


801 N. Sales Street Suite #106


Merrill, WI  54452


715-539-1034


dbowe@co.lincoln.wi.us 


Term expires: June 2023





Matt Bushman


Interest: National Forests


USDA Forest Service


Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest


500 Hanson Lake Road


Rhinelander, WI 54501


715-362-1300


matthew.bushman@usda.gov 


Term expires: June 2023





Mike Demchik


Interest: University/Forest Service Research


University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point


TNR Building


800 Reserve Street


Stevens Point, WI  54481


715-295-8910


mdemchik@uwsp.edu


Term expires: June 2022





Ron Eckstein, Co-Chair


Interest: Resource Conservation


Wisconsin Chapter of The Wildlife Society


5059 Sunset Drive


Rhinelander, WI  54501


715-369-2979


roneckstein@charter.net


Term expires: June 2022





Forrest Gibeault


Interest: Large Landowner/Land Manager 


Steigerwaldt Land Service, Inc.


856 North 4th Street


Tomahawk, WI  54487


715-453-3274


Forrest.gibeault@steigerwaldt.com 


Term expires: June 2023





Nathan Gilbert


Interest: Sawtimber Industry


Kretz Lumber Co, Inc.


PO Box 160


Antigo, WI  54409


715-216-6570


Nathan.Gilbert@kretzlumber.com


Term expires: June 2024





John Gillen


Interest: WDNR Team Leader 


Wisconsin DNR


107 Sutliff Avenue


Rhinelander, WI  54501 


715-490-2991


JeanMichel.Gillen@wisconsin.gov


Term expires: June 2024





Jeremy Holtz


Interest: WDNR Wildlife


Wisconsin DNR


107 Sutliff Avenue


Rhinelander, WI  54501 


715-899-4070


Jeremy.holtz@wisconsin.gov 


Term expires: June 2024











Christel Kern


Interest: Silviculture/Forest Ecology


USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station


5985 Highway K


Rhinelander, WI  54501


715-362-1123


cckern@fs.fed.us 


Term expires: June 2024





Colleen Matula


Interest: Silviculturist/Ecologist


Wisconsin DNR


2501 Golf Course Rd.


Ashland, WI  54806


715-685-2911


Colleen.matula@wisconsin.gov 


Term expires: June 2023





Chad Morgan


Interest: Paper and Pulp Industry


Louisiana Pacific – LP Building Solutions


16571 W USH 63


Hayward, WI 54843


715-634-5473 


chad.morgan@lpcorp.com 


Term expires: June 2024





Todd Pond


Interest: Logging Professional


Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association


Ahlstrom-Munksjo


100 Main Street


Mosinee, WI 54455-1440


715-383-5654


Todd.pond@ahlstrom-munksjo.com 


Term expires: June 2022






































Andy Stoltman, Co-Chair


Interest: WDNR Forest Econ & Ecology Section Chief


Wisconsin DNR


107 Sutliff Avenue


Rhinelander, WI  54501 


715-628-0010


Andrew.Stoltman@wisconsin.gov 


Term expires: Ongoing





Terry Strong


Interest: Small Woodland Landowners


Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association


5061 Crystal Lake Road


Rhinelander, WI  54501


715-362-2224


715-490-5704 (cell)


Hodag68@yahoo.com 


Term expires: June 2024





Chris Thies


Interest: Consulting Foresters


Wisconsin Consulting Foresters


19287 67th Avenue


Chippewa Falls, WI  54729


715-214-5030


thiesca@live.com 


Term expires: June 2022





John Withers


Interest: Sawtimber Industry


Meister Log and Lumber


606 Main Street


Blue River, WI  53518


608-604-3087


Kawdjw84@hotmail.com 


Term expires: June 2024
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Wisconsin Council on Forestry

U.S. Forest Service Report

July 22, 2021



General Status – Pandemic Response

Office buildings remain closed to public use but continue to provide public service virtually.  Awaiting updated guidance on agency “return to work” plan.  Do not expect return to work all at once - first phase will begin after October 1.

Most employees on CNNF remain in telework status, but field operations continue.



Timber Program – FY21

Planned Accomplishments

135 MMBF Sold (up to 75 MMBF of Storm Salvage)

  	95 MMBF Sold by Forest Service (60 MMBF Storm Salvage)

  	40 MMBF Sold by State of Wisconsin GNA

Current Status

	Approximately 114MMBF overall sold to date.  On track to accomplish target.

	Salvage sales from 2019 blowdown area continue to sell with only occasional no-bids.



Forest Health

Released a programmatic Environmental Assessment on Oak Wilt Management on the CNNF for 30-day public review and comment on July 14.  Following the public comment period and a review of comments, a draft decision notice will be issued to commenters followed by a pre-decisional 45-day objection period.



Wildfire Suppression Support

Permanent Fire Program Staff and fire-qualified employees from other program areas have begun supporting wildfire suppression efforts in Minnesota and western states.

The Forest Service has been at its highest preparedness level (5) since last week.
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@ Steps for data analysis

To facilitate the data analysis process, we created five broad themes
based on the interview guide for the listening sessions. They include
the following:

& What is working well for the forest industry in Wisconsin
& Potential threats/Concerns/Challenges
& Success of the forest industry in Wisconsin

<y Opportunities/Recommendations for the growth of the forest
industry/forest-based economy

& What's the way forward for the forest industry? /Innovations for
success/Recommendations





@ Preliminary Resuits

What’s working well for the forest industry in Wisconsin

& An integrated system of pulp to finished products

<y Availability of companies who produce support equipment (rollers,
bearings, felts etc.)

<y Ability to ship products worldwide

<y Availability of forest resources and better-quality species or fiber
produced in WI

& The forest industry takes advantage of the abundant resources and
adapt new opportunities/technologies to develop products to
meet market demands

& There are a lot of forest products companies with varying sizes
from small to large scale





@ Preliminary Resuits

Potential threats/Concerns/Challenges

<y High workman's compensation rate for insurance

& Lack of a pulpwood processing facility due to closure of the Verso
Paper Mill in Wisconsin. The closing of this part of the integrated
industry has had a big impact on the rest of the industry

& Lack of a good container railroad loading facility in Wisconsin. This
implies that most of the products are transported via trucks which
IS more expensive.

& Low demand for paper/product has resulted in a declining industry

& Global and local competition between substitute (alternate)
materials and forest products

<y High price of lumber does not make the forest industry in Wi
competitive





@ Preliminary Resuits

Potential threats/Concerns/Challenges

<y Decreasing use of pulp means more wood is exported as pulp
instead of being further processed in WI for more money (This has
ripple effects on the rest of the industry)

& Lack of market for pulpwood reduces the ability to conduct
silvicultural activities

<y Forestry equipment is very expensive, and lack of access to bank
loans and lack of collateral make it difficult to get loans to start a
new business

@ Fewer young people are interested in becoming loggers

<y Inadequate communication to the public about the benefits of
forests and the industry

<y Bidding issues (high bids and no profits)





@ Preliminary Resuits

Success of the forest industry in WI

& Invest in and support the industry, especially the pulp industry

<y Progress in the efficiency of using huge timber processing equipment

& Innovations to create diverse products to support development of the industry

& Investment in utility poles for infrastructure, and development

@ The industry should take advantage of new technologies and advanced equipment
& Investments should be made in production of higher end forest products

<y Huge improvements in safety for loggers by transitioning from hand felling to
mechanized harvesting

<y Improving on the functionality, capacity and products produced at existing mills

& Coordination between segments of the forest industry





@ Preliminary Resuits

Opportunities for the growth of the forest industry/forest-based economy

& Investment in facilities to integrate all five industry types
& Maintain certification of land base
& Look for opportunities for growth within the market

& Create publicity/increase public awareness about forest products
(share stories of best practices)

& Research and collaboration between the industry and educational
institutions (i.e., UW-Stevens Point and University of Minnesota)





@ Preliminary Resuits

Opportunities for the growth of the forest industry/forest-based economy

& Collaboration with industries e.g., Kimberly Clark which need products

& Inform federal and state legislators about the need for good service
from railroads. This will keep transportation costs down

& Good working relationships between industry stakeholders and
government

& Evolve WI forest products industries to produce new products where
demand is growing.

<y Keep the industry vibrant by involving younger people

<y Expand involvement of economic development corporations





@ Preliminary Resuits

What's the way forward for the forest industry

<y Improve marketing strategy of products

& Good working relationships within industry aimed at improving communication
about the industry

<y Developing new products to create a market/demand is critical, creating need,
responding to demand/need e.g., creation of cross lamination industry

& Decrease cost of production by providing railroad facilities in WI (Create a cost-
effective railroad system)

& The Economic Development Corporation should increase education of the public
about the forest industry

& Make the industry economically competitive
& Good communication (use website, email, social media)

& Invest in soft tissue or soft pulp for tissues





@ Interested in the Data Jam?

& What: A fun engaging, participatory data analysis activity

& Why: To help us verify our coding scheme and to provide you an
opportunity to explore one of the listening sessions in-depth

& How: Participate in one 2-hour session lead by the data analysis team
& Where: Virtual via zoom

& When: 1%t or 37 week of August depending on who is interested in
attending





& Thank you! &

\'I
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