
Wisconsin Council on Forestry: Wednesday, Oct 1, 2025 
Rhinelander DNR Service Center, Conference Room 1, 107 Sutliff Ave, Rhinelander, WI 

and via Zoom – Register for the Zoom meeting here 
  

Council Members 

☐ Tom Hittle, Chair ☐ Henry Schienebeck ☐ William Van Lopik 

☐ Matt Dallman, Vice Chair ☐ James Hoppe ☐ Brad Dorff 

☐ Heather Berklund, Chief State Forester ☐ James Kerkman ☐ Adena Rissman 

☐ Senator Romaine Quinn ☐ OPEN-Forestry Consultants ☐ Buddy Huffaker 

☐ Senator Jamie Wall ☐ Janelle Crocker ☐ Rebekah Luedtke 

☐ Representative Jeff Mursau ☐ Jordan Skiff ☐ OPEN-Builders 

☐ Representative Lori Palmeri ☐ Erik Rantala ☐ 

Next Meeting: Potential virtual meeting Nov 19; Next full council meeting January 27 

Agenda 

Wednesday, Oct 1 Notes: Decisions, Action Items, Assignments 

9:00 AM 
Welcome & Member Introductions (Chair Hittle) 
20 min 

 

9:20 AM 
Chair Update 
10 min 

 

9:30 AM 
Open Forum for Council Members 
30 min 

 

10:00 AM 
Legislative Updates 
20 min 

 

10:20 AM 
State Forester Update 
National Forest Update 
20 min 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ljo2QymfSa-5B5Yef8vDZQ#/registration


10:40 AM Break, 15 min  

10:55 AM 
Red Pine and Oak Reforestation Initiative Update (Rebekah 
Luedtke, WCFA Executive Director) 
Action Item: Approve recommendations 
20 min 

 

11:15 AM 
Biennial Budget Update (Maggie Hutter, DNR Budget 
Director) 
15 min 

 

11:30 AM 
Council Discussion on Budget Priorities (Chair Hittle) 
15 min 

 

11:45 AM 
WEDC Update (Kietra Olson, Rural initiatives Manager; 
Office of Rural Prosperity) 
20 min 

 

12:05 PM Lunch, 45 min  

12:50 PM 
Strategic Plan and Roadmap Update (Chair Hittle) 

50 min 

 

1:40 PM 
Trees for Tomorrow Update (Cheryl Todea, Executive 
Director; Trees for Tomorrow) 
15 min 

 

1:55 PM Break, 15 min  

2:10 PM 
Mass Timber 

• White Pine CLT Feasibility (Alex Anderson, DNR 
Forest Products Specialist & Xinfeng Xie, Associate 
Professor, Forest Biomaterials Director; Michigan 
Technological University) 

 



• Economic Feasibility of Mass Timber 
Manufacturing in WI (Ram Dahal, DNR Forest 
Economist & Ichchha Thapa, Ph.D. Candidate; 
Michigan State University) 

• Wood Symposium Report (Elle Soderberg, DNR 
Forest Products Specialist) 

75 min 

3:25 PM 
SFAP Highlights Report (Lenny Betker, DNR Forestry Division 
Planner & Abby Widell, DNR Forestry Associate Division 
Planner) 
30 min 

 

3:55 PM ADJOURN 

 


