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OVERVIEW
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• History of Wisconsin’s Forest Tax Laws 
• Purpose of MFL
• Stakeholders
• Taxes, Payments, and Distributions
• Discussion and questions



HISTORY OF WI’S FOREST TAX LAWS
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• Late 1800’s early 1900’s Great Cutover
• 1927 Forest Crop Law 
• 1954 Woodland Tax Law 
• 1985 Managed Forest Law



WI’s Forest Tax Law Programs
Managed Forest Law (MFL)

• 3,485,191 Acres
• 50,468 Orders
• 26.5% (924,547 acres) 

open to public access

Forest Crop Law (FCL)
• 32,866 Acres
• 302 Orders
• Last plans expire in 2035



PURPOSE OF MFL
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s.77.80 Wis. Stats.,

“…to encourage the management of private forest lands for the production of 
future forest crops for commercial us through sound forestry practices, 
recognizing the objective of individual property owners, compatible 
recreational uses, watershed protection, development of wildlife habitat and 
accessibility of private property to the public for recreational purposes.”



DIVERSE

STAKEHOLDERS
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MFL TAXES & PAYMENTS 
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Landowner Payments:
• Acreage Share Tax
• Closed Acreage Fee
• Withdrawal Tax

WI DNR Payments:
• Resource Aid Payment
• Annual Aid Payment



MFL ACREAGE SHARE TAX AND 
CLOSED ACREAGE FEES  
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Lands entered before 2005 (1987-2004)
• Open Land (Acreage Share Tax): $0.72
• Closed Land (Acreage Share Tax + Closed Acreage Fee $0.96 ): $1.68

Lands entered after 2004 (2005 and later)
• Open Land (Acreage Share Tax): $1.90
• Closed Land (Acreage Share Tax + $7.59 closed acreage fee): $9.49

s. 77.89(2) Wis. Stats., directs Municipality pay 20% to County and retain 80%

s. 77.84 Wis. Stats., establishes rate per year of entry

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/77.89(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/77.84
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https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Report/Summary-Tax-Exemption-Devices.aspx

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Report/Summary-Tax-Exemption-Devices.aspx


2023 DOR Tax Exemption Summary 
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https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Report/Summary-Tax-Exemption-Devices.aspx


MFL WITHDRAWAL TAX
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s. 77.88(5) Wis. Stats., 

(total net property tax rate1) X (assessed value of the land1) X (# of years enrolled in MFL2)

1 for the year prior to withdraw 

2 Capped at 10 years

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/77.88(5)


MFL WITHDRAWAL TAX
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• DNR collects withdrawal taxes and fees ($300 to cover recording fees).
• DNR remits 100% of withdrawal taxes to Municipality. 
• Municipality pays 20% to County. 



2023 DOR Tax Exemption Summary 
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Resource Aid Payment 
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s. 23.09(18), Wis. Stats., provides for a resource aid payment of 
$1,237,500 by the department to counties having more than 40,000 
acres of enrolled Forest Crop Law (FCL) and Managed Forest Law (MFL) 
lands as of July 1 of the prior year.

This payment is to be apportioned between the eligible counties on 
the basis of their share of the total eligible acreage. 



Annual Aid Payment 
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s.77.85, Wis. Stats., - DNR pays Municipality $0.20 per acre of land enrolled in MFL

(20% of this amount is then due to the County by November 15th)

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/77.85


Historic Taxes & Payments
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• $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2015-16 and $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2016-17:
• The distribution to the municipality is based upon the MFL closed acres 

within the municipality as compared to the statewide total of MFL 
closed acres.

• The municipality pays 20% of these monies to the county and retains 
the remaining 80%.

• MFL Yield Tax – Landowner paid 5% of stumpage value assessed by DNR.  
80% to Municipality, 20% to County.

• Withdrawal Tax assessed for total number of years enrolled.  



THIS IS YOUR STANDARD PAGE
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• Text goes here
• Based on the topic
• Additional information

QUESTIONS?




