
Forest Management 
on DNR Lands

“Forest Land and Inventory Report” 
Highlights  

Forested Lands Excluded from Timber Harvest



Forest Land and Inventory Report

• Wis. Stat. 23.135 requires DNR to (in brief):
• Identify lands that prohibit timber harvest
• Assess long term forest health effects, a projection of economic impacts, 

and public benefits 

• Required every 15 years
• Submitted to:

• Council on Forestry
• Legislative committees

• First report: 2010



Council on Forestry Role in Division Reports

Statute Report Name Timeframe DNR Role Council Role

28.025(3) State Timber Report Biennially Develop and 
submit to CoF 

If the harvest falls outside of the 90-110% of goal 
range, CoF writes a report to G.O. and legislature

23.125 Forest Land 
Inventory and 
Report

Every 15 yrs Develop and 
submit to CoF 
and legislature

Receive report; no action required



DNR Lands - Million Forested Acres

WI has 17 million acres of forested lands (~35 mil total)
 
 DNR owns 1.6 million acres
 ~1 million is forested (60%)

 DNR owns 6% of total WI forest land

 30% of WI forests are publicly owned
       DNR owns 20% of public forests



1 Million Acres 
of Forest
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Acres by Property Type

DNR property designation purpose: 
State Statute, Master Plan.
DNR Forestry role





Why Lands Are Excluded from Harvest Schedule 

• Only Forested stands 

• Many stands have multiple pre-fixes
• 98,131 ONLY have “Z” pre-fix



DNR Property Type



Impacts
Forest Health

Public Benefits

Economic

Recreation and aesthetics, Biodiversity/rare species, 
Water quality protection, Old forest structure/ reference 
areas



Managed Forests on DNR Lands
Program purpose and property master plans provide 
objectives and presc.

Forest mgmt. is allowed and prescribed in all
Master Plan classifications (except 1)

Management can also include non timber sale work

~15,000 acres are managed each year via timber sale

Revenue ~ 11 million / year 
(6-7 Million State Forests / 4-5 million FWP)



High-level findings and takeaways:

• 30% of DNR forest land (≈299,215 acres) removed from timber harvest 
schedule

• Prohibited versus removed
• Driven by:

• Statute, Master plans, ecological objectives, forest types, site / operational 
constraints

• Statewide economic effect is minimal due to small share of WI forest 
base and many stands just not operable

• Management of DNR lands is high public interest
• WisFIRS continuously updated



EXTRA SLIDES IF NEEDED



Harvest History

• Why the trends



Exclusions by Forest Cover Type

• Bottomland Hardwoods: 
67% excluded

• Swamp Hardwoods: 68%
• Black Spruce: 44%
• Cedar: 87%
• Tamarack: 51%
• Hemlock: 76%



Northern State Forest Land 
Management Classification Variance 



Land Management Classification variance

• Implement and the law and Legislative intent

• Follow requirements for NR44 plan change as a 
variance

• The 75% target is for all NSF combined, not 
individual forest

• Currently 66% of NSF in Forest Production (does 
not mean remaining 34% is NOT currently 
managed)

• Approximately 40,000 acres needed to be re-
classified to Forest Production to meet 75%



Master Planning to
Operational Planning 
• All actions must be consistent with the 

Master Plan 
• WisFIRS
• Pre-fixes and Scheduled treatments 

(timber sale)
• Harvest Goals 
• Cross-program integration to 

implementation
• APIM/APIP
• Harvest Plan (2460)





2022 Update numbers
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Extras if needed

C= Current, P=Proposed
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