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US Green Building Council

National, non-profit organization 
Voluntary, diverse membership that operates on   
consensus principles 
Developer and administrative authority of the LEED™
Green Building Rating System 
Purpose is to: 

– Integrate building industry 
– Lead change 
– Educate



US Green Building Council

6,000 member organizations representing 53,000 people
21,500 LEED-Accredited Professionals
60+ chapters; WI Green Building Alliance
30 countries

435 MSF of LEED Projects in 2005; doubled from 2004
~2,800 projects certified & registered LEED-NC, ~150 LEED-
EB
2-5% of US nonresidential construction market or $3.3 billion in 
real estate in 2004



LEED™
Green Building Rating Program

US Green Building Council www.usgbc.org
Performance based standard
Consensus driven, multi-stakeholder, public comment periods, 

membership balloting
Evolving, LEED-NCv2.2 just released; v3.0 in process
Commercial Building standard- commercial, institutional, and high-

rise residential new construction and major renovation

Four levels of certification
– LEED Certified 26 - 32 points 
– Silver Level 33 - 38 points 
– Gold Level 39 - 51 points 
– Platinum Level 52+ points (69 possible)

http://www.usgbc.org/




LEED: Materials & Resources Credits



LEED Certified Wood Credit

MR Credit 7: Certified Wood
1 Point
Intent: Encourage environmentally responsible forest 
management.

Requirements
Use a minimum of 50% of wood-based materials and products, 
which are certified in accordance with the Forest Stewardship 
Councils (FSC) Principles and Criteria, for wood building 
components. These components include, but are not limited to, 
structural framing and general dimensional framing, flooring, 
sub-flooring, wood doors and finishes.
Only include materials permanently installed in the project. 
Furniture may be included, providing it is included consistently
in MR Credits 3-7.



Draft Matrix: Basis of Discussion



USGBC’s Wood Certification 
Stakeholder Meeting

September 27, 2005
50 participants including 3 reps from each of 
the 5 certifications systems
Purpose: “How should USGBC evaluate and 
utilize different wood certification systems 
that will continue to evolve over time?”



Summary

LEED is the primary green building standard and 
only consensus-based national standard
LEED is the only standard  with a track record in the 
market place (3,000 buildings/435MSF)
The certified wood credit is optional and requires 
only half the wood be FSC certified
There are 4 points offsetting the 1 for certified wood
LEED certification of state and university buildings 
should have virtually no impact on Wisconsin wood



Q & A
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