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WisFIRS 
Tabular
• Store Data (Property & Stand)
• Plan & Track Practices
• Report Accomplishments
• Financials

Spatial
• GIS Mapping (Public)
• Public Access Lands (Private)



2004

CPW Program Created

2005

State Lands management 
re-prioritized

2007

WisFIRS Public Released

2011

WisFIRS Public GIS

2012

WisFIRS Private Released

2017

Fish, Wildlife, NHC, Parks 
began using WisFIRS 

Public

2018

Stewardship Plans 
Released (non-tax law)

Public Lands Timber Sale 
automation/financials 

2023

Tax Law administration/ 
transactions

2024

WisFIRS Private 
Landowner Records 

(“CRM”)

WisFIRS – Timeline



WisFIRS 
Public Lands



WisFIRS – Public Lands, Users
• WI DNR Foresters/Technicians, FWP 

Biologists/Technicians/CF staff
• USFS, Academia, Conservation 

groups/non-profits, research 
projects

• County Forests- 2.4 million acres
• DNR 1.6 million acres of state lands

• 420 Contracts- $24.5MM- financials
• GNA 25MMBF volume

• 55 Contracts- $6.7MM - financials



WisFIRS Public Lands
• Evolution/Efficiencies – Paper recon, acetate maps, then ArcView (turn of 

century) and now WisFIRS
• Why it is critical (helps us/partners accomplish critical objectives)

• Feeds into planning (CF- 15 Yr Plans, DNR- master planning), reports, reforestation, 
certification data

• Projecting then reporting on land management activities (timber sales/burns)
• What we see as needs 

• Maintenance. Built a huge engine/program, need resources to maintain it
• GIS mapping- potentially eliminate need for ArcGIS-Pro (1/3 of forestry field staff)
• Additional reporting abilities (certification data)
• Financials for County Forest program
• Enhancements field staff submit for improvements



Quick Public Lands Viewing



WisFIRS 
Private Lands



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Users

• WI DNR Foresters and 
Technicians

• WI DNR Tax Law Specialists, 
Private Forestry Specialists

• Cooperating Foresters 
• Certified Plan Writers 

• University of WI Extension
• Aldo Leopold Foundation
• University Professors, Graduate 

Students



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Contact Records Mngt.



Track landowner engagement, contacts, etc.

WisFIRS – Private Lands: Landowner Records



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Landowner Records

Track landowner’s management activities, progress, status



WisFIRS 
– Private 
Lands: 

Management 
Plans



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Monitoring



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Reporting



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Cooperating Foresters 



WisFIRS – Private Lands: Spatial



WisFIRS & Public Access Lands (PAL) System



WisFIRS – Private Lands: 
Open to Public Access



Summary
• WisFIRS is a critical tool for 

our day-to-day operations
• Maintaining the system is a 

significant investment 
(50% of IT time & 
resources)

• Need to balance additional 
"builds" with increased 
maintenance costs



Questions?
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