
Presented by: 
Tom Hittle, ACF 

Forestry & GIS  
Operations Director 

Steigerwaldt Land  
Services, Inc. 

 
 

Stevens Point, WI  ---- September 27, 2012 



+/- Acres 

TIMO       267,000 

Utility        46,000 

Private      32,000 

 



CE between 

Landowner and State 

of Wisconsin acting 

through DNR 

SLS Managed 

Forestlands 
+/- Acres 

TIMO  Lands Under 

CE:  92,760 Acres 

(35%) 



 TIMOs do not own land, rather manage lands for investors. 

 

 Fiduciary responsibility  - timberlands are an asset (fall 

under investment, asset, pension(retirement) fund laws). 

 

 Asset investment goals: 

  increase in asset value over time (realized at end of 

investment period), and often  

 periodic income to cover costs and/or provide income 

to fund principles. 

 

 Periodic income possibilities: 

 

 Leases,       Land Sales,      Timber 

 

 
 

 



 

WDNR CE Documents: 

 

Recitals 

 

“Whereas”  …. Priorities established by State of Wisconsin under its 

State Forest Legacy Program include: 

…protecting large blocks of forest land in order to:  prevent--- 

the loss of productive forest land … fragmentation … 

parcelization ... conversion to non forest uses…  

 

….acquisition of conservation easements that focus on 

maintaining commercial use of forest resources 

 

Grantors current timber harvesting practices and plans as 

described in the Forest Management Plan are in compliance 

with the purpose of this easement. 

 



 

WDNR CE Documents: 

 

Purpose 

 

1. Commercial Forest Management/Timber Harvesting 

 

Grantor and Grantee desire to protect in perpetuity right to 

practice commercial forest management. 

 

2. Public Access 

 

Purpose of Easement to provide to Grantee on behalf of the 

public access for public outdoor recreational uses. 

 



 Grantor (Landowner) 
 

 Right to conduct 

commercial forestry 

operations 
 Commercial forestry practices in 

conformance with MFL/FCL 

considered acceptable 

Management Plan under the CE  

 Grantee (DNR) 

 
 Right to enter 

 Permit public recreation 
 Trails, maintenance etc. 

 Rights to enforce 
 

 

Prohibited Uses:  Improvements, Minerals,  Subdivisions,  Dumping, 

Private use (leases) and some references to Pesticides/Herbicides,  Non-

Native Species,  Ag Use. 
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Lyme St Croix CE language to assure portion of the 

property be maintained in young pine, and that a 

specific amount be in jack pine for pine barrens 

ecosystem management. 





 We’ve not seen an aversion to working forest conservation 

easements amongst our large timberland managers/owners – 

goals are compatible. 

 

 In our experience, WDNR CEs  are developed for, and contain 

language specific  to, continued commercial forest management. 

 

 CE lands in MFL/FCL, and recognition by CEs that forest tax law 

management is compatible with CE objectives, means our 

management is nearly indistinguishable between large block CE 

and non CE lands. 

 

Thank You, 

Tom Hittle, ACF 

tomh@slstomahawk.com 


